Barraandjii, Yaguu, Barraabuuguu
(Dharug)

Burraandii, Yanguu, Burraanduu
(Gundungurra)

‘Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow‘

Blue Mountains City Council
Statement of Recognition
and Commitment
Honouring the Past and Responding to the Future
Acknowledgment of Ngurra
The City of the Blue Mountains is located within the Ngurra (Country) of the Dharug and
Gundungurra peoples. Blue Mountains City Council recognises that Dharug and Gundungurra
Traditional Owners have a continuous and deep connection to their Country and that this is
of great cultural significance to Aboriginal people, both locally and in the region.
For Dharug and Gundungurra People, Ngurra takes in everything within the physical, cultural
and spiritual landscape - landforms, waters, air, trees, rocks, plants, animals, foods, medicines,
minerals, stories and special places. It includes cultural practice, kinship, knowledge, songs,
stories and art, as well as spiritual beings, and people: past, present and future.
Blue Mountains City Council pays respect to Elders past and present while recognising the
strength, capacity and resilience of past and present Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people in the Blue Mountains region.
To truly honour the past and respond to the future in an honest and meaningful way,
the Council of the City of the Blue Mountains (Council) recognises the past and
ongoing injustices from dispossession, displacement, disadvantage and discrimination
experienced by the Dharug and Gundungurra people, and the broader Aboriginal
community in what is now the Blue Mountains Local Government Area (LGA).

Recognition

Honouring the past
We (The Council) recognise that:
• The whole of the continent we now call Australia
always was, and always will be, Aboriginal land.
• The First Nations people of this continent have never
willingly surrendered this land or ceded sovereignty
over it.
• When Europeans first colonised Australia, the First
Nations were in possession of the land according to
an ancient, complex and sophisticated system of
Title and Traditional Ownership.
• Through Traditional Ownership and Caring for Country,
the First Nations people enjoyed a prosperous,
self-determined life, based on well-managed, healthy
and productive natural systems, which nurtured and
sustained innumerable generations.
• The process of British colonialism and the enforcement
of vastly different and alien systems of culture, law,
land ownership, and land use, founded on racist and
discriminatory principles, resulted in the dispossession
and displacement of the First Nations.
• This process was brutal and institutionalised through
law, culture and practice, to the great and on-going
disadvantage of First Nations people, to this day, and
for generations to come.
• The prosperity and privilege enjoyed firstly by the British
colonies underpinning the wealth and liberties of the
Australian nation today is, in great part, the result of
having taken the land from First Nations people by force.
• First Nations people were subjected to a systematic
and relentless de-culturalisation process, enforced over
multiple generations through discriminatory, unjust
and racist laws, culture and practice which caused
enormous and continuing intergenerational trauma.

• The First Nations people, through their resilience,
wisdom and tenacity, have endured and survived the
process of being colonised for over two centuries.
In working towards a shared and just future, the Council
recognises locally the ongoing process of colonisation
and is committed to redressing this process, working
alongside Traditional Owners and the First Nations
community to develop de-colonising, respectful and
shared directions for the future which embrace the
interests of Traditional Owners and all First Nations
people within the City.
• The Council recognises and respects that the Dharug
and Gundungurra Traditional Owners since their
creation time, were the First Nations and sovereign
owners of this part of their respective Ngurra (Country)
located within what is now the City of the Blue Mountains.
• The Council recognises that the Dharug and
Gundungurra Traditional Owners never relinquished
their ownership or their rights to their Ngurra,
physically, culturally, legally or spiritually.
• Since this creation time, the Dharug and Gundungurra
Traditional Owners have lived in and cared for their
Ngurra, and have in turn, been cared for and nourished by
it. Over time beyond measure, innumerable generations of
Dharug and Gundungurra peoples have lived and thrived
in the timeless generosity and care of their Ngurra.
• With this understanding, the Council reflects on the
period commencing from the first acknowledged
European crossing of the Blue Mountains in 1813,
being subsequently forever marked by a destructive
and irrevocable change, which was characterised
by the systematic dispossession of the Dharug and
Gundungurra of their Ngurra, despite a fierce war
of resistance.

• What followed was a long and painful period for the First
Nations of this Ngurra, being colonised over successive
generations, their languages forcibly silenced, their
rich economy fragmented and broken, their surviving
descendants forced onto missions, government reserves,
into manual labour on rural properties, or to take on the
ways of the colonisers to survive.
• Their ancient, rich and vibrant cultures were
forced underground, in ever increasing peril and
diminishment, in the face of a rapidly expanding,
competitive and relentless British colony.
• Despite this demoralising period, and subsequent stages
of colonial oppression from ruthless frontier violence,
near annihilation, segregation, protection, assimilation,
integration and today’s reconciliation, Council
recognises that current Dharug and Gundungurra
Traditional Owners are the proud survivors of more than
two hundred years of an often cruel and continuing
forced dispossession resulting in ongoing European
colonisation of the people and their Ngurra.
• The Council further acknowledges how the impacts
of colonisation and the ensuing disadvantage and
discrimination have affected and continue to impact all
other First Nations communities across the continent,
resulting from ruthless doctrine, official and unofficial
policies, practices and acts alongside forcible, coerced,
involuntary and necessary relocation experienced by
First Nations individuals, families and communities.
• Profoundly compounding this are the generations of
removal of First Nations children from their families,
communities, and Country; ‘The Stolen Generations’. The
outcomes of this shameful legacy still reverberating in
communities, including the Blue Mountains, to this day.

• The Council recognises that all First Nations people
that live in the City today are the proud survivors of
the colonisation of their people and their ancestral
homelands.
• The Council recognises the grief and loss beyond
measure of Ngurra, or Country, and all within it –
the lives, the children, health and wellbeing, cultures,
traditional economies, vibrancy of languages
and traditional knowledge, timeless ceremonies
and profound spiritual understanding – a loss
still experienced by generations of Dharug and
Gundungurra Traditional Owners and, in varying
capacity, virtually all First Nations peoples living
in the City of the Blue Mountains.
• Despite this massive adversity the story of the
Traditional Owners in the Blue Mountains, like that
of so many First Nations communities throughout
the continent, is one of heroic resistance, survival,
reawakening and reclamation of a rich inheritance and
that of an unbroken and timeless connection to Ngurra.

Commitment

Responding to the future
The Council reflects on the significant work already undertaken to build relationships with Gundungurra and Dharug
Traditional Owners and the Aboriginal community over the last few decades and through this work the voices of
Traditional Owners and the First Nations community have increasingly been heard and respected, though there is
still much work to be done to truly redress the impacts of colonisation.
A significant step on this long journey occurred in 2014 when Council entered into an agreement with the Gundungurra
Traditional Owners, the Gundungurra Indigenous Land Use Agreement, established under the Native Title Act 1993. This
recognises, in part, the Gundungurra First Nations’ deep, abiding and unbroken connection to Ngurra and establishes a
consultative partnership approach with the Gundungurra to the management of land in the Blue Mountains. The Council
recognises and is committed to similar forms of agreement with the Dharug First Nation and their ongoing relationship
with Ngurra within the City of the Blue Mountains.
The Council acknowledges, recognises and respects the particular and profound custodial responsibility and cultural
obligations held by the Dharug and Gundungurra Traditional Owners in relation to their Ngurra, including their singular
cultural right to speak for that Ngurra inherited from their ancestors. Council also recognises that, as part of their custodial
responsibilities, and their role in working with Council to address the impacts of colonisation, Traditional Owners care
for and support all First Nations people living in the City of Blue Mountains.
Therefore Council will work with the Traditional Owners and the broader First Nations community, to take material
steps to address the injustice of the past, and to embrace a future together by committing to the following:

We (The Council) commit to:
• Recognising and respecting the rights of Dharug and
Gundungurra Traditional Owners and all First Nations
people living in the Blue Mountains to continue their
culture and connection to Ngurra or their home
Country, while pursuing their values, beliefs and
self-determination.
• Acknowledging and actively redressing in all of
its operations and practices, the intergenerational
disadvantage and loss caused to First Nations
people by government and other institutions, which
have compounded and perpetuated the process
of colonisation through discriminatory, unjust and
insensitive practices.

• Recognising, honouring and continuing to build on, its
moral, ethical and legal obligations to the Gundungurra
Traditional Owners through the Gundungurra
Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) in all aspects of
sustainably caring for their Ngurra and all that’s within it.
• Formally recognising through mutually agreeable
approaches the Dharug Traditional Owners and through
this the Council’s moral, ethical and legal obligations to
honour and enhance all aspects of sustainably caring
for their Ngurra and all that’s within it.
• Support co-management and other agreements that
support Traditional Owners leading the First Nations
community and broader community to Care for
Ngurra in an ongoing respectful way.

• Formally recognising the vital importance and the
contributions of Traditional Owners and First Nations
people in strengthening and enriching the City of
the Blue Mountains and the broader region.
• Respecting, conserving and promoting the
continuation of Traditional Owners and First Nations
peoples’ connections to Ngurra and the living cultural
and spiritual relationships that the people hold
within this.
• Promote activities that increase respect for, and
acceptance of, cultural sensitive appreciation and
understanding towards Traditional Owners and
First Nations peoples.
• Pursuing opportunities to improve the physical,
cultural and spiritual health and wellbeing of the
local First Nations community through strengthened
relationships with Ngurra and activities that assist
with intergenerational healing.
• Acknowledge opportunities through meaningful
activities that aim to redress the ongoing effects of
colonisation, while understanding what this means
for Traditional Owners, Aboriginal First Nations and
non-Aboriginal people in the Blue Mountains.
• Providing an opportunity for non-Aboriginal people
in the broader community to build a deeper respect
for Ngurra and embracing its central importance for
current and future generations of Traditional Owners.
• Working towards the recovery of local Dharug and
Gundungurra languages, cultural practices and
kinship while recognising the broader First Nations
communities that live in the Blue Mountains similar
need for these essential cultural expressions.

• Continue to support the process of ‘Truth Telling’
seeking opportunities to deliver key outcomes and
projects which provide an honest and complete
narrative of both Aboriginal and European histories
and include a comprehensive thematic and honest
history of the Blue Mountains.
• Continue to partner with the Gundungurra Traditional
Owners through the ILUA and Dharug Traditional
Owners through appropriate methods to understand,
protect, accept and promote their full history.
• Promoting opportunities for self-determined
employment and economic development based on
traditional knowledge and contemporary education in
the Blue Mountains by supporting and advocating for
the renewal and replacement of traditional economies
for Traditional Owners and the First Nations community.
• Denouncing all forms of racism and discrimination
directed at First Nations people in the Blue Mountains
and taking appropriate action to address this at a direct
and structural level within the Council’s capacity.
• Acknowledging, addressing and eliminating the
inherent colonial perspectives and behaviours formed
within generations of non-Aboriginal Australians in
interacting with Traditional Owners and First Nations
people in the City and commencing a journey towards
local de-colonising attitudes, policy, processes and
practices.
Regardless of change in Councillors through local
government elections this commitment for the City of
the Blue Mountains stands and will be reviewed and
reaffirmed within 12 months of a newly elected Council
or if requested by Gundungurra or Dharug Traditional
Owners or the Blue Mountains City Council Aboriginal
Advisory Council.

