What is Planetary Health?
Planetary Health is a global imperative.
There are signs that the health of the planet is deteriorating rapidly.
Action is required at every level.
The aim of Planetary Health is to provide a framework for us all to
reassess and adapt the way we do things to better support a healthy
planet for current and future generations.

Blue Mountains City Council
is establishing a
Planetary Health Leadership Centre
in Katoomba.

Why should the Blue Mountains strive to be a leader
in Planetary Health?
The Blue Mountains is perfectly
positioned to lead the way on
Planetary Health.

20 hectares of open freshwater bodies
and 500 hectares of Endangered
Ecological communities.

We are a City surrounded by a World
Heritage Area – one of only two cities
in the World.

At this critical moment in history,
Blue Mountains City Council embraces
its responsibility to not only ensure the
environmental, social and economic
sustainability of our community at a
local level, but to also play an important
leadership role to contribute to the
overall health of the planet.

Blue Mountains City Council is responsible
for managing significant natural
assets that underpin the identity and
health of the region, including 10,000
hectares of bushland, 300km of creeks,

Why should Local Government play a leading role
in Planetary Health?
Councils look at a local area in integrated
way – encompassing social,
economic and environmental factors.
Local Government is the level of
government closest to the people,
and in the best position to consider

all matters that influence the health
of a community and City.
Planetary Health requires us to understand
connections and interconnections
and Blue Mountains City Council can
provide insight on this, in a unique setting.

This strategic investment opportunity has significant
potential benefits for the City of the Blue Mountains in
the short, medium and long term... as well as benefits
beyond our region.

Our vision is to have an
Innovative Eco Town
within a National Park with:
• A HUB in Katoomba Town Centre,
connected to a
•P
 lanetary Health Leadership
Centre at the former Katoomba
Golf Course site.
The two could be connected with
an interpretative trail.
The development would attract school
children, scientists and researchers to
the City.
It is also envisaged that an external donor
funded UNESCO Chair in Planetary Health
could be attached to the learning centre.

The Planetary Health Learning
Centre could include:
• Interactive learning opportunities
• Recreational attractions
•A
 ccommodation opportunities such
as Glamping, School groups, Research
residencies

A staged realisation of our vision
Establishing a planetary health leadership
centre is an action of our award winning
Local Strategic Planning Statement, Blue
Mountains 2040: Living Sustainably which
was endorsed by Council in March 2020.
In September 2020, the elected Council
also endorsed the purchase of a strategic
site to house the Planetary Health
Leadership Centre. This site sits alongside
the former Katoomba golf course and it
will be Council’s largest operational land
holding, at 29.66 hectares.
In 2020 Western Sydney University
and Monash University’s Sustainable
Development Solutions Network signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with Blue Mountains City Council
to become strategic partners in the
establishment of the Planetary Health
Leadership Centre in Katoomba.
We are also in discussions with a number
of other agencies and universities about
the potential for partnering with them
on this exciting initiative.

The site could evolve to accommodate
multiple uses separately, or together.

For more information, or to register your university or agency’s
interest in the Planetary Health Leadership Centre go to:
bmcc.nsw.gov.au/planetary-health.

