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Join Blue Mountains
Bushcare
Bushcare is a great way to meet
like-minded people, make new friends
and have fun. It's family friendly so
bring your kids. Activities are tailored
to suit your ability - it's not all about
hard work.
If you would like to:
• be in the bush
• make a difference to the environment
• learn bush regeneration skills to use
in your own backyard
There are 60 Bushcare groups across
the Blue Mountains, ranging from
Lapstone in the Lower Blue Mountains
to Mount Victoria in the Upper Blue
Mountains and across to the basalttopped Mount Wilson. There are a
wide range of meeting times and days
to suit everyone.
The Bushcare Officer provides
training for all skill levels. No previous
experience necessary, just enthusiasm!
Bring a hat, water and wear suitable
clothing and sturdy shoes.
For further information
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
join-bushcare
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Blue Mountains City Council Bushcare Program

Senior Awards
Two long-term enthusiastic volunteers recently received Seniors' Week
Recognition Awards.

Michael Purtell
Mike is a founding and ongoing
member of the Else-Mitchell Park
(1993) and the Deanei Forest (1994)
Bushcare Groups and in the past,
the St Columba’s Catholic College
Landcare Group.
He is a long-term advocate for a range
of environmental and conservation
issues, as an individual and with the
Blue Mountains Conservation Society.

Lachlan Garland
Lachlan is a long-term volunteer in
a number of Council/NPWS Bushcare
Groups; Coates Park, Charles Darwin
Walk, Central Park, Everglades,
Braseside and Valley of the Waters.
He was the Co-Ordinator/member
of the Summerhayes Park Bushcare
Group. Continued Page 6
Lachlan and Mike receiving their awards

Mike is a long-term and founding
member (1996) and Co-Ordinator
since 2011 of the Gang-Gang Bush
Band, voluntarily providing music
for family gatherings, local events,
groups and communities. He also
provided music for many years to his
local church and is involved in local
Blue Mountains bands and orchestras.
He is organising a bushdance to
raise funds for the RFS/BMCC Mayoral
BMR Fund for local people affected
by the bushfires.
Mike is enthusiastic, kind, caring
and always willing to help.
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Habitat Hideaways

Post Bushfire Recovery Finds

Camouflage camp for critters

What can I do to
help post fire?

After the recent fires the Australian Defence Force (ADF)
worked with the Natural Area Operations Team to assist
contractors fell dangerous trees on public land, particularly
around Bell and Blackheath.
Due to the intensity of the fire many trees were deemed to
be dangerous and a risk to the public by an arborist. The ADF
worked with contractors over four weeks to assist in felling
small trees and chipping branches. The mulch produced
was then sprayed onto the burnt bare slopes to slow down
erosion. Hollows were identified and relocated away from the
roads and turned into ground-dwelling habitats for smaller
creatures.

Everyone is wondering how to help
and what they can do to assist the
bushland recover.
Some general advice is:
• Stay out of burnt areas for
3 - 6 months
The Australian Defence Force camouflaging felled trees for
ground-dwelling creatures.

Eric Mahony (Natural Area Management Program Leader)
said, "Just do what you would normally do when you need
to hide in the bush" to the ADF work crew. So they busily
turned the hollows upside down as a shelter, placed branches
for camouflage over the structure and threw over mulch for
good measure. Some of the trees remained in situ, and had
roofs placed on top. The result was an army camp habitat for
animals.

• There are serious safety issues
around dangerous trees. Limbs
or trees affected by fire may fall
anytime
• Do not to disturb any soil crusts so
as not to damage any emerging
native seedlings, or cause potential
erosion issues
• Exercise caution around potentially
hazardous materials e.g. asbestos

The Australian Defence Force working with local contractors
to remove dangerous trees in Blackheath.

Trees that were entirely burnt through were cut above the hollow so that
the base was left as a home for smaller ground-dwellers.
Photo credits: Sandy Benson

We would to hear from you and encourage
Bushcare volunteers to submit stories for
publication in the Gecko.
For more information contact your local
Bushcare Officer or
email bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

Article by Liz Kabanoff
(Bushcare volunteer)
As a result of fire, soils become more
alkaline and the heat of the fire
sterilises the soil, allowing a suite of
fungi to emerge.
These fungi have important roles
in the landscape including erosion
prevention, forming mycorrhizal
relationships with plants, food for
animals and invertebrates, and the
breakdown and recycling of nutrients
from wood and other dead plant
material. Below are a few of the fireloving fungi that were found recently
at Blackheath.
Read more: https://fungi.
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
post-fire-fungi/

An interesting article by the Australian
Association of Bush Regeneration
(AABR) gives a more detailed response
on how to assist habitat recovery
after fire.

Colonies of Anthracobia muelleri appear on
burnt ground after bushfires and can also be
found on the site of old campfires.
Blackheath, February 2020.

'The recent bushfires throughout
Australia have resulted in a variety of
reactions from the community. As the
immediacy of the devastating effects
on communities and bushland diminish,
a genuine concern has emerged for the
fauna and flora of our burnt bushland.'

Annual Bushcare Volunteer
'Thank You' Picnic
Saturday 30 May
Sun Valley Reserve
Recycle & Re-Use Bushcare
Fashion Show
More details later!

http://aabr.org.au/NL/AABR_
News_143_full-hex.pdf
This wood-eating larva of a moth was found in a felled tree.
It was then placed back in a hollow.
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

In Morag's Memory
Friday 15 May
9am-1pm
Where: Shaws Paddock, Braeside,
Blue Mountains National Park,
accessed from Cross Street,
Blackheath.
A work session planting and
weeding in memory of Morag
Ryder, who spent many thousands
of hours caring for the Braeside
bushland. Share some delicious
food and fond memories of Morag
with the many people who have
worked with her over the years.

To read more click on this link to the
pdf of the latest AABR Newsletter
and go to page 3.
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Book this date...

Remember our Australian bushland is
adapted to fire and will naturally start
to recover. However, this process takes
time for seedlings to emerge and soil
stabilisation to occur. Trying to help
too early may cause more damage.
We may need your help further down
the track with the recovery process.
First, we need to complete extensive
assessments of weed species in burnt
areas before recovery activities can
begin.

Chipped wood sprayed back onto the burnt soil to reduce soil
being washed down the slope.

Post-fire Fungi

Nothocastoreum cretaceum is a truffle-like
fungus that is found partially buried in soil
and resembles small stones. When mature, the
fruit bodies spilt open to release their spores.
Photos: Liz Kabanoff

To RSVP or for more information
please contact Monica Nugent
before 7 May on
monicanugent@bigpond.com
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Collecting seeds for the future

Award for Jamison Creek Biofilters

Seed collection workshop

Award winning Jamison
Creek Catchment Biofilters

By Tracy Abbas

Blue Mountains City Council was awarded Overall
Winner in the Natural Environment Protection and
Enhancement: On-Ground Works category at the Local
Government NSW (LGNSW) Excellence in the Environment
Awards on Tuesday 3 December.

In early December 2019, Blue Mountains Bushcare
delivered the second and eagerly-anticipated Seed
Collection Workshop held in Blaxland Library and
Community Centre. Tracy Abbas, Council’s Bushcare Officer,
organised this exciting event with seed expert Richard
Johnstone. Richard was a former seed collector at Mount
Annan Botanic Gardens but now plays another important
role; as a volunteer with Wildplant Rescue Nursery.
Richard generously shared his immense experience and
knowledge, providing attendees with a solid foundation in
the principles, procedures and protocols for collection and
storage of local native seed.
This Workshop was set at intermediate level, designed to
strengthen the knowledge and existing skills base. It was
attended by volunteers from Bush Backyards and Bushcare
Groups, as well as volunteers from the Blue Mountains
Conservation Society and Wildplant Rescue Nurseries.
The Workshop format was designed around both
theoretical and practical sessions. The day began in the
classroom viewing a powerpoint presentation showing
the overview of the day’s events, and covered regulations
and legislation when collecting seeds on Council Land. For
the second session, the group wandered around the field
looking for examples of seeds, flowers and fruits. Richard
then showed everyone how to assess seed ripening stages
and when was the most appropriate time to collect seeds.
Finally, it was back to the classroom for a discussion,
participating in some cleaning of previously collected
seeds and reviewing various methods of propagation
of a number of different species.
The Workshop was a great success and we plan to
conduct another session early in 2020 with the theme
of propagation.

Jamison Creek Catchment Biofilters. Healthy Waterways Program Leader
Geoffrey Smith (left) accepts the Award on behalf of
Blue Mountains City Council. Photo: Courtesy LGNSW

Volunteers Wanted
Volunteering Royal Botanical Gardens
Attaching specimens
for Herbarium
Digitisation Project.
Looking for something to do?
The National Herbarium
of NSW is imaging its
1.4 million specimens
ahead of its move to
the Australian Botanical
Gardens, Mount Annan, in April 2021.
We need your help to prepare our collection for
digitisation! By volunteering, you will have the
opportunity to see our incredible collection up
close and meet expert plant scientists.

Council was recognised for the Jamison Catchment Streets
to Creeks Project. The project worked to protect Wentworth
Falls Lake and Jamison Creek from stormwater pollution
and other threats posed by urban runoff. It also improved
the health of swamps and waterways in Wentworth Falls,
as well as downstream in the World Heritage Area and
drinking water supplies.

Local residents, schools and Bushcare Groups also
contributed to the project by taking part in Waterways
Festivals, catchment crawls, planting and weeding days
and citizen science events.
Lachlan Garland (Co-ordinator of the Jamison Creek
Catchment Community Group) stated, "The Catchment
Group congratulates all those involved in the extensive
work that resulted in this Award. Such an Award highlights
the Catchment and what is so special about it. The
Catchment Group and associated Bushcare Groups look
forward to working to improve the Catchment even
further, so it becomes an example of what can be done
with hard work and persistence."

"The vulnerability of Jamison Creek to stormwater impacts
was highlighted when a stormwater-borne pesticide killed
over a thousand of the Creek's freshwater crayfish, literally
overnight," Mayor Greenhill said.
"In response to this tragedy, several Council departments
came together to respond to that situation and then work
to ensure it never happened again. It is a testament to their
passion, determination and ingenuity, and it makes me
very proud to be the Mayor of this Council and its staff."

Jamison Creek Catchment Community Group tree planting around
Wilson Park stormwater biofilter Photo: Council

Council constructed 12 stormwater biofiltration systems
throughout the catchment, removing pollutants such as
litter, sediment, nutrients and pathogens and increasing
groundwater recharge. Biofilters improve water quality by
slowing, filtering and infiltrating stormwater through beds
of sand and gravel planted with native sedges and shrubs.

Following heavy rains the Council's Natural Area
Operations Team check the biofilters post-construction
for functionality and structural integrity of the system
- assessing for blocked flows, erosion or other integrity
failures.

The project involved Council's Natural Area Operations,
Healthy Waterways and Civil Assets Teams and employed
a range of local contractors in the construction of
stormwater treatment systems and the delivery of
community and school events.

Preliminary monitoring shows the treatment systems are
improving the quality of stormwater flowing to the Lake
and Jamison Creek, and surveys have found healthy,
breeding crayfish populations that are recovering well
from the 2012 pesticide incident.
Jamison Creek Catchment Crawl is on
Friday 27 March. For details see What's On!

There are two sessions per weekday
(9.30am – 12.30pm and 1 - 4pm).
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Floret Meredith (floret.meredith@bgcp.nsw.gov.au)
to receive further information.

We would to hear from you and encourage
Bushcare volunteers to submit stories for
publication in the Gecko.

Richard Johnstone providing his seed collecting expertise to the
workshop. Photo: Tracy Abbas
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

For more information contact your local
Bushcare Officer or
email bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
Canberra Street biofilter at Wentworth Falls Lake Photo: Council
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Eric Mahony (BMCC Natural Area Management Program Leader) and
Geoffrey Smith (BMCC Healthy Waterways Program Leader) assessing
Central Park biofilter following heavy rains
Photo: Council
Blue Mountains City Council BUSHCARE NEWSLETTER I 5

Celebrating the return of the rain

Planting and Honey Tasting Day

Planting day Harold Hodgson park

Seniors Award

Article by Fiona Lumsden

Continued from Page 1

Mount Wilson corporate planting
and honey tasting day

Our local Bushcare Group for Upper Katoomba Creek and our neighbours,
the Community Gardeners, joined forces in mid-January for a Planting Event
along our shared creek.

Lachlan Garland
Over the years, he has also regularly
attended many Swampcare work
sessions and other Council/NPWS
Bushcare Events.

We were using leftover plants from our Spring plantings along our previously
very weedy roadside remnant bushland and a cleared easement above the
creek in Twynam unformed road reserve.
We had been worried that January would be tough for new plants - with all
the extremely hot and dry weather we’ve had for months. Amazingly, the
rain came in bucket-loads, just in time for the planting, and we celebrated.
Our little band of bushcarers, mums and kids donned gumboots and sloshed
around in the wet, putting in baby ferns and Tea Trees next to the roaring
creek. No one complained. We were all so happy to have rain.
The plantings will help stabilize the creekbanks and keep moisture in the
creek system.
Blue Mountains City Council is doing a big creek restoration project here in
the park. The creek, which has been degraded by urban development and
landscape modification, has become deeply incised into its little floodplain.
It now bypasses the original Carex gaudichaudiana swamp on the flats beside
it. The creek bed is being “bouldered” to slow erosion and a diversion has
been cut at the side to revert some flows back into the swamp.
Swamps and creekside vegetation are really important. They absorb excess
water in storm events and slowly release water back into the creek systems
over time to maintain creek flows through the year. We have lost a lot of
these natural sponges. Revitalizing them will help water security. We need
water. We need plants. Lots of them!

Lachlan is the Co-Ordinator of the
Jamison Creek Catchment Group.
He is a committed long-term member
of the Bushcare Network.
Lachlan was a member of the NPWS
Regional Advisory Committee for
NPWS Association for several years.
He was president of the Blue Mountains
Conservation Society, for 2.5 years,
as well as Membership Secretary
for a number of years and, most
recently, National Parks Officer.
He is also involved with the Land-Use
Sub-Committee.
Lachlan is passionate about the
environment and has, for many
years been involved in a range of
environmental initiatives and general
advocacy; as an individual and with
other groups within the Blue Mountains
and beyond.

Article by Tracy Abbas
Set among the Blue Mountain Basalt Forest, Mount Wilson
Bushcare Group has had the pleasure of hosting a group of
Corporate volunteers from KPMG over the past three years.
The company has been very supportive by encouraging
enthusiastic young executives to participate in community
environment-based projects. It has been impressive that
this group considered preserving this unique natural area
at Mount Wilson as their priority.
This special Blue Mountains Basalt Forest in the
Sydney Basin Bioregion is listed as endangered under
Commonwealth and State legislation. Found on basalt
peaks in higher altitude areas and high rainfall zones, these
tall Eucalypt forests and rainforest species sometimes reach
30m in mature stands. They have a distinctive dense shrub
or small tree layer, Tree Ferns (Cyathea spp.) and a moist
herbaceous groundcover (Tozer et al. 2010). As the name
suggests, this community is only present on basalt peaks
in Mount Irvine, Mount Wilson, Mount Bell, Mount Tomah,
Mount Banks, Mount Caley and the Mount Hay area.

Previously, they took on the momentous task of hand
removing around 80sqm of Japanese Honeysuckle and
English Ivy from Mereweather Lane by using the rip-tearbust method. The need to spray a large area was avoided
and follow-up has been minimal.
Early in 2019, the Mount Wilson Bushcare Group rescued
around 30 rainforest species (including Coachwood and
Sassafras) that were targetted for removal, as they were
impeding traffic line of sight under a large avenue of Elms.
As part of this year's corporate day, these plants were
added to the ongoing plantings of rainforest species in
Sloane Reserve, thus reducing the area required to be
mown and helping to extend the rainforest area in this
reserve.
To finish the day, our Project Officer Nathan Summers gave
a very informative talk and demonstration tasting of native
Australian honey. We discussed the value of rainforest
ecosystems, as well as taking a walk in a remnant rainforest
that was likewise planted with canopy species 20 years ago
to see what we might expect in the future.
This program has been so successful, the company has
now embedded this community service into their staff
development program.

Past company working days have always shown a great
turnout with many of the 15 to 20 young folk returning,
with a few new faces appearing each year.

Planting day at Mount Wilson in the rainforest area at Sloane Reserve.
Photo: Tracy Abbas

Corporate volunteers helping to plant rescued rainforest species.
Photo: Tracy Abbas

Looking to delve deeper into the local bushland?
Sign up to one of our Remote Bushcare days.
Upcoming events will be held in Sassafras and Katoomba Creek.
Eureka....rain!!!! Upper Katoomba Creek Bushcare Group and the Community Gardens working
together planting natives along the newly-constructed stornwater project in
Harold Hodgson Park. Photos: Steve Fleischmann
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

For further information or to volunteer for a Remote Bushcare day, please
contact Steve Fleischmann on 4780 5623 or sfleischmann@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Plantings around the newly constructed
stormwater and creek stabilisation structures
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Collecting Koala 'Browse'

Environmental Citizen Award

Koala food is harder to find
than you might think!

Congratulations to Margaret Baker
Congratulations to Margaret Baker for winning the
inaugural Environmental Citizen of the Year Award by the
Blue Mountains City Council. Margaret has been a tireless,
committed and passionate advocate for protecting the
Blue Mountains environment for over four decades. Giving
her time as both a professional and a volunteer, Margaret
has shown outstanding commitment to, and excellence in,
education, life-long learning and the promotion of the
natural environment.

Article by Monica Nugent
Koalas eat gum leaves, don’t they? Well, yes – but only
some gum leaves, from some trees and some areas, some
of the time. Koalas have a specialised diet as many people
know. They are quite choosy about their Eucalypts', not
just any gum leaf will do!
As reported, twelve koalas were rescued from the
Kanangra Boyd area by Science for Wildlife and are being
housed at Taronga Zoo until they can be released into
their home range. See link https://www.bmcc.nsw.
gov.au/media-centre/helping-to-provide-a-taste-ofhome-for-blue-mountains%E2%80%99-koalas-whoescaped-bush-fires
So following a request from Science for Wildlife to collect
Eucalyptus branches (otherwise known as 'browse') from
the Deanei Forest Reserve, Bushcare Officers identified
potential collection sites in the Lower Mountains and
joined the Science for Wildlife Team to help collect browse.
The list of species Koalas will eat includes some of our
Lower Mountains trees: Eucalyptus deanei (Mountain
Blue Gum), E. cypellocarpa (Monkey Gum) and E. punctata
(Grey Gum) which occur in abundance on a number of
Council’s reserves in the Lower Mountains. Excited to
be able to support the project, we thought it would be
relatively easy.

Margaret has contributed to environmental education and
advocacy over many years which has made an invaluable
contributuion to the Blue Mountains community.

Fresh 'browse' stored at Taronga Zoo ready for Koala feeding time.

Taronga Zoo has a plantation of Eucalypts located near
Richmond to sustain their captive Koalas, but to ensure this
source is not overharvested, they supplement the Koalas’ diet
with leaves from other areas as well.
Although our reserves are rich in the appropriate species,
trying to find branches with fresh new leaves that are both
accessible and not under stress, particularly due to recent dry
conditions and extreme heat, became quite a task.
Even then, some of these leaves may be unpalatable to
Koalas if a particular chemical is too high, possibly causing
nausea. And, alas, this is what we discovered when trying
to find appropriate food sources. The Koalas’ didn't like the
Eucalyptus deanei from the Springwood area.
The Science for Wildlife Team targets branches preferably
from the centre of the tree, approximately 1.5 metres long
and from a number of trees. About 50 - 60 branches are
needed every two to three days. The cut branchends are
dipped in water and then wrapped in wet towels. The whole
load is then covered with a wet sheet and a tarpaulin for
transport to the Zoo, where it is stored in large tubs of water
until needed.

One of the happy recipients at the Zoo.
Photos: Courtesy of Julie Rust (Science for Wildlife Koala Project volunteer)

It is hoped that the rescued Koalas will be released back
into Kanangra Boyd soon, so the Team is concentrating on
collecting browse from the Hampton area. This way the
Koalas are eating a familiar diet.

Are there any groups that would like help with their Bushcare Website?
If you are having trouble working out how to put up information or photos of your hardwork on the
Bushcare Website we are offering assistance to one person per group. If you think this may help please
contact Sandy Benson at sbenson@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au
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To read the full award go to...
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/media-centre/bluemountains-citizens-celebrated-at-australia-day-awards

Margaret Baker at Point Pilcher. Photo: Courtesy Margaret Baker

Margaret considers that her greatest contribution as an
environmental citizen has been the education of many
students in the TAFE system over a number of generations
and courses.

Margaret said she "would want her Award to be dedicated
to the many enthusiastic and visionary students who
enriched her days and moved on to become paid and
volunteer members of a now burgeoning environmental
industry in the region and beyond."

When Margaret began at TAFE in late 1983, she was
present at the launch of the Advanced Certificate in
Outdoor Guiding and moved on to teach and manage
Bush Regeneration, the Diploma in Natural Resource
Management and Certificates in Conservation and
Land Management. In just ten years employment in
environmental areas in the Blue Mountains went from
almost none to a new industry sector. Staff involved in
training increased from legendary co-ordinator Jim Smith,
with Margaret as a part-time staffer working out of a
shoebox office, to a whole Environmental Studies Unit,
with Margaret as its first Head Teacher.

Bushcare Officer Monica Nugent, previous student and a
participant in many of Margaret's courses and field trips
over the years reiterated these sentiments, stating "The
legacy of Margaret’s meticulous, high standard of teaching
and intellectual rigour is a generation of professional bush
regenerators and Bushcare volunteers with the highest
level plant identification skills, a deep understanding of the
Blue Mountains landscape and appreciation for its value.
By capably and willingly sharing her expert knowledge of
the geology, botany, natural and human history of the Blue
Mountains, Margaret has instilled a great joy for the flora
and fauna and an enduring passion to care for it."

Katoomba Creek and Govetts Creek
Catchment Group
Monday 16 March 2pm - 4pm
Venue: NPWS Office, Whitton Street Katoomba

Fitzgerald Creek Catchment Group
Friday 20 March 5pm – 7pm
Venue: Warrimoo RFS Brigade

Ground Floor Meeting Room. Participate in making plans
for the Catchment and find out what is happening.

Fitzgerald Creek Catchment Group meets to discuss
what is happening and make plans for the future of
the catchment.

For more information and to book, contact Tim Gow
via email timsgow@gmail.com

To find out more, contact Steve Barratt on 4753 6339 or
Sandy Benson on 4780 5623 sbenson@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Contributions to the Gecko from volunteers are always welcome!
Your Newsletter is compiled by Bushcare Staff from Blue Mountains City Council with contributions from
volunteers and Council’s Environment Branch staff. Contributions and suggestions are always welcome.
Please contact the Bushcare Team Leader at Bushcare, Blue Mountains City Council, Locked Bag 1005,
Katoomba NSW 2780; telephone 4780 5528 or email bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au
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Focus on Weeds
Montbretia

Montbretia crocosmia x crocosmiiflora

Description
• Montbretia is a perennial herb, with bright-green,
spear-shaped leaves.
• Long spikes of orange, tubular flowers appear from January
to March.
• Plants die down after producing seeds in Autumn,
re-appearing in Spring.
• Under the ground, Montbretia has long strings of corms
which break away when the parent plant is disturbed and
begin to shoot. There may be 14 or more of these corms on
each plant.
Dispersal
• Montbretia spreads vigorously through corm production.
Corms are washed downstream or are spread by the
movement of soil and in dumped garden waste.
• Montbretia also spreads by seeds.
Impacts
• Montbretia crowds out all other vegetation and is
responsible for serious habitat loss. It competes with and
displaces creek-line native plants. The weight of the mass of
corms can cause erosion and the collapse of streambanks. It
thrives in soils contaminated by stormwater run-off.
Control
• Dig up very small, young plants (less than 10 cm). Do not
dig where the loose soil will erode (such as creek sides and
creekbanks).
• Where there are individual plants, small patches or
where Montbretia is found with native plants, wipe the
leaves with diluted herbicide mix. When done correctly,
this is an extremely successful technique (see Fact
Sheet: weedsbluemountains.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2012/12/make-and-use-a-montbretia-wiper.
pdf ).
• Dense patches can be sprayed, if well away from all native
plants, watercourses or swamps.
Plant this instead
• Blechnums spp. (Water Ferns), Dianella caerulea (Blue Flax
Lily), Gahnia species (Saw-Sedges) or other local sedges.
Current distribution — Whole of Blue Mountains LGA.
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

What's On!
March

Agapanthus

Agapanthus praecox subsp.orientalis

Kodala Lane - Glenbrook
Sunday 1 March
1.30 – 4.30pm
You are invited to join the Kodala
Lane Bushcare Group at Glenbrook
Lagoon. To book https://www.
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
event/kodala-lane-bushcare-atglenbrook-lagoon-3/

Description
• An erect, perennial herb growing to 1.2 m with spreading
underground structures.
• The glossy, dark-green leaves are long and strap-like.
• Flowers in Summer. Flowers are blue or white and occur in
large rounded heads at the top of thick flower stems.
• Fruits are three-sided capsules containing tiny black seeds.
Dispersal
• Spreads by seed, underground roots and fragments. The
seeds are transported easily in soil, and by wind and water.
Agapanthus is commonly spread in dumped garden waste.
Impacts
• Agapanthus forms thick, dense clumps. Underground
structures also form large, continually extended clumps.
The dense clumps crowd out native species, affecting the
biodiversity of natural areas, especially native understorey.
Control
• Spraying infestations with herbicide is generally not
effective, however refer to Gecko Newsletter Autumn 2018
(p9) on www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/environment/gecko for
new research.
• Dig out plants, making sure all of the crowns / rhizomes are
removed.
• NOTE: Follow up will be needed.
Plant this instead
• Lomandra longifolia (Mat Rush), Dianella spp (native Flax
Lilies), Gahnia species (Saw-Sedges) or Lomatia silaifolia
(Crinkle Bush)
Current distribution — Whole of Blue Mountains LGA.

Bag and remove
flowerheads
seedheads
crowns &
rhizomes
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For more information, contact Nathan
Summers at nsummers@bmcc.nsw.
gov.au or 4780 5623.

Floating Turtle Island Launch
(Re-scheduled)
Glenbrook Lagoon Beach
Tuesday 10 March
10 – 11am
Come along to launch the floating
turtle habitat. To book https://www.
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
event/turtle-island-habitat-launchrescheduled/ For more information
and RSVP, please contact Nathan
Summers on 4780 5623 or
nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
Valley View Swamp - Blackheath
Thursday 12 March
9am – 3pm
Help get this swamp back into shape.
This stream is part of the headwaters
of Braeside Swamp which is very
important to the health of Govetts
Leap Falls.
Book with Erin Hall by 27 February
on ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or
4780 5623.
Kittyhawk Swampcare
Wentworth Falls
Sunday 22 March
9am – 3pm
Come and join the long-term efforts
of volunteers to free this large swamp
system of a huge variety of weeds
and restore the habitat of the Giant
Dragonfly and the Blue Mountains
Water Skink. Book with Erin Hall by
14 March on 4780 5623 or
ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

Check Bushcare Events website
https://www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au/events/

Jamison Creek Catchment Crawl
Wentworth Falls
Friday 27 March
9am – 12pm
Come and find out about Jamison
Creek protection project, learn
about how the biofiltration system
works and listen to expert talks.
To book go to www.
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
event/catchmentcrawl/ or contact
Emma Kennedy on 4780 5788 or
ekennedy@bmcc.gov.au

Fungi Foray
Coachwood Glen, Blackheath
Saturday 28 March
9.30am – 12.30pm
Liz Kabanoff will be looking for a
suitable site to find fungi - weather
and fungi dependent. RSVP https://
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.
au/event/fungi-foray-3/ or to
Alison Steele on 4780 5320 or
asteele@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Hazelbrook Walk and Talk
Burgess Falls
Sunday 29 May 1.30 – 4.30pm
Come and learn about the bushland
in Hazelbrook - join a walk and
guided talk with Nathan the Bushcare
Officer. RSVP to https://www.
bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
event/hazelbrook-weed-walk-andtalk-4/ or contact Nathan on 4780 5623
or at nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

April
Ruth’s Revenge
Minnehaha Falls Reserve, Katoomba
Wednesday 1 April
9.30am –12.30pm
Come along and join Ruth's friends
to commemorate her birthday
at Minnehaha Falls Reserve by
attacking her nemesis – Montbretia!
Please RSVP to Steve by 19 February
on 4780 5623 or
sfleischmann@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
by Monday 27 March.

Joint Woody Weed Wander /
Braeside Gathering - Blackheath
Friday 3 April
9am – 12pm
The NPWS Braeside Bushcare Group
will be joining the Woody Weed
Wander Bushcare Group for a one-off
event at this site. Contact Karen Hising
– khising@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or
4780 5623.
Remote - Katoomba Creek
Katoomba
Friday 17 April 8.30am – 5pm
Continue the great work in a remote
section of Katoomba Creek. Bush
regeneration and bushwalking
experience is essential. Off-track walking
and wading along the creek. Book by
Monday 13 February with Steve on
sfleischmann@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or
4780 5623
Rocklea Swampcare
Hazelbrook
Thursday 30 April 9am – 3pm
This swamp is still in its early stages
of being restored, so there is plenty
of primary work to be done on a
variety of weeds.
Book with Erin by 23 April on
4780 5623 or ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

May
In Morag's Memory
Blackheath (NPWS)
Friday 15 May
9am – 1pm
To RSVP or for more information,
please contact Monica Nugent
monicanugent@bigpond.com
before 7 May.
Hazelbrook Walk and Talk
Gloria Park
Sunday 24 May
1.30 – 4.30pm
Come and learn about the bushland
in Hazelbrook - join a walk and guided
talk with Nathan the Bushcare Officer.
Contact Nathan on 4780 5623 or at
nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
Bushcare Picnic
Saturday 30 May
11.30am – 3pmm
Sun Valley Reserve
Sandy Benson on 4780 5623 or
sbenson@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
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Seasonal Calendar

Source: A timeline for the Upper Blue Mountains.
Complied by Jim Smith for the Blue Mountains Conservation Society.

Autumn Weather

Birds

March is one of the wetter months. Equinox is 22 March.
There are still cloudless days in April.

March:

Mammals

• Silvereye migration to north.

• Greater Gliders born in April.

• Tree Martins, Satin Flycatchers leave for Queensland,
New Guinea.

• Bush Rats, Rattus fuscipes, born (March-May), numbers
peak in May, many juveniles present.

• Highest bird species diversity.

• Rose Robins, Thrushes, Brown Gerygones go to open
forest areas (and lawns, ovals, etc).

Reptiles and Frogs

• Red-browed Finches flock.

Whistling Tree Frogs begin to call (March to September).

April:

Insects

• Yellow-faced Honeyeater and White-naped
Honeyeater migration to north.

• Blue Jewel Butterfly, Hypocrysops delica
• (March/April) - ants attend caterpillars on wattle.
• Solender Brown Butterfly, Heteronympha solandri

• Spotted Pardelote migration through Mountains to north.
• First Lyrebirds call.

• Banks Brown Butterfly, Heteronympha banksii

• Crimson Rosellas often come down with virus,
get sick, stagger, bump into trees, etc.

• ‘Easter Moth’, Chalepteryx felderi, (family Anthelidae)
large brown moths bump on window panes at night.

May:

• ‘Ghost Moth’, Aenetus eximius (May), Swift Moth family
pink and green.

Aquatic
• Crayfish moult at Easter (related to the lunar cycle?)
• Eels migrate to sea.
• Fledgling birds sometimes get cold and wet.
• Gang Gangs feed on Scribbly Gum and
Peppermint Gum seeds.
• Currawongs flock.

• Honeyeater migration continues.
• Currawongs and Bowerbirds flock to towns (fruit eaters).
• Tasmanian Silvereyes pass through Mountains on
migration to north.

Plants
• March/April/May: Red Bloodwoods flowering;
Flying Foxes attracted.
• March: Parson’s Bands Orchids, Eriochilus cucullatus
in flower, native bee pollinates it.
• Banksia spinulosa and Acacia suaveolens flowers.
• Fungi abundant after rain.

Bushcare Contact Details:
Phone: 4780 5623
Email: bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au
www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au

If undeliverered please return to:
Blue Mountains City Council Bushcare
Locked Bag 1005, Katoomba NSW 2780
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