BIOSECURITY
begins in your backyard

Contact
Katoomba Office
2 Civic Place
Katoomba NSW 2780
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm
(02) 4780 5000
Springwood Office
104 Macquarie Road
Springwood NSW 2777
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
(02) 4723 5000
Postal Address
Locked Bag 1005
Katoomba NSW 2780

ARE EVERYBODY’S RESPONSIBILITY

BIOSECURITY
begins in your backyard
What is Biosecurity?
Biosecurity is a set of preventative measures designed to
reduce the risk of threats, which includes the protection
of native plant communities from Priority Weeds.

What is a Priority Weed?
Priority Weeds are a major threat to our unique natural
environment, threatening the survival of hundreds of
native plants and animals in NSW alone. They also
impact on human health through allergies and asthma,
recreational activities and the NSW economy.

What does it mean for me?
If you notice Priority Weeds coming up on your property,
you will need to control them as soon as possible to
prevent them from spreading to other properties or
our native bushland.

Why does this affect me?
On the 1st July 2017 the NSW State Government replaced
the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 with the Biosecurity Act 2015.
Under the Biosecurity Act, all land owners/managers have
a responsibility to manage the ‘Biosecurity Risk’ posed or
likely to be posed by Priority Weeds by controlling them.
This is known as a ‘General Biosecurity Duty’.

Should I be worried?
There is no need to worry. Council has a process for
inspecting properties for Priority Weeds. If your property
is inspected and Priority Weeds are found, you will be
given advice on how to treat them.

Can I ignore it?
No. If you are the owner of land within New South Wales,
you have a General Biosecurity Duty to control Priority
Weeds on that land, to manage the Biosecurity Risk.
Help us to protect the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area —
keep your own land free from Priority Weeds. PHOTO BY IAN BROWN

