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Executive Summary
South Lawson Park Plan of Management (POM) site includes the former Lawson Golf Course, the detention
pond parcel, and Lawson Oval. The site retains evidence of its pre-colonial occupation, and is in-part the
remnant of a much larger recreation reserve begun in 1876. Its bush connections and long history of
community recreation and involvement continue to be important and valued characteristics of the site
today.
The POM gives legal direction on the permitted uses and activities within the site. It allows for the current
uses to continue and for expansion of the range of recreation uses, environmental services and active
transport links. It reflects the heritage of the site and current community values. It seeks to balance
competing desires and to enhance the environmental and recreation values of this important parcel of
community land.
A Masterplan has been developed for this site in 2019 in parallel with the POM. This POM will facilitate the
actions identified in South Lawson Park Masterplan.
The scope of this Plan of Management site adjoins Lawson Cemetery. A strategic plan for cemeteries and
concept layout will be developed for this cemetery. The cemetery is also managed by Council and the uses
of South Lawson Park potentially cross the boundary.
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Introduction

1.1 Purpose of Plan of Management

1

This South Lawson Park Plan of Management (PoM) has been written to give direction to the use and
management of the former Lawson Golf Course and Lawson Oval (see figures 1 and 3). It has been written
in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the Crown Land Management
Act 2016. This Plan:
•
•
•
•

maps South Lawson Park into different categories according to their proposed use;
provides objectives, management direction and performance targets for each category;
outlines the means of achieving the objectives and performance targets; and
describes how achievements will be assessed and monitored.

This POM was guided by the community consultation undertaken, and also by the parameters set in
relevant planning legislation and Council’s policies, as set out in section 2.
It is supported by the Lawson Parklands Masterplan.

South Lawson
Park

Figure 1- Location map - Lawson -Blue Mountains.

The bulk of the South Lawson Park Plan of Management (POM) site includes the former Lawson Golf
Course and Lawson Oval. The former Lawson Golf Course retains some of the nine-hole layout in use
between 1910 and 2004, and the clubhouse that was built in 1938. The former golf course is now used
informally, mainly for walking and to exercise dogs. Organised sports occur on Lawson Oval (football
and cricket) and the Blue Mountains BMX club use the specially built BMX course for club activities. A
community organisation leases the clubhouse.
Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management
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1.2 Background
South Lawson Park is made up of three parcels of public land, south of the town centre of Lawson in the
Blue Mountains. It includes the head of the valley of Lawson Creek, and the creek borders its eastern side.
It is bordered by residential areas, Lawson Cemetery and Blue Mountains National Park. It was originally
a mixture of forests and wetlands and contains evidence of use by the first peoples. The site is still of
importance to the first people and their role in its management is documented in an Indigenous Land Use
Agreement (see 2.2).
The site’s post-contact history includes, varying across the parcels:
•
•

•

A camping reserve; established 1861
Parkland; from around 1876 South Lawson Park was developed in conjunction with North Lawson
Park and other sites to attract tourism. Some time in the 1890’s the oval was created for cricket.
Large gatherings on the site are documented from the time of the oval. Walking tracks to 		
waterfalls were built, including to Adeline Falls on the edge of the site.
Public recreation; A four hole golf course built in 1908, then 1920’s a nine hole golf course and 		
in use until 2004. More recently a BMX was built at the northern end in the 1980s and, 			
after the golf club closed, a dog off-leash area was established over part of the golf course.

A more complete history is available on Council’s website. The report recommends heritage listing for the
site.
Elements of the original landscape remain and the ongoing recreation use can be seen in the existing
elements of the site:
Lawson Golf Course
The nine-hole layout and associated infrastructure remain on site. The fairways are considered to be of
historic, aesthetic and recreational value. It is now used informally, mainly for walking and to exercise
dogs and for access to the bushland areas.
The Golf Club clubhouse
Built in 1938. Leased in 2020 by a community organisation.
Lawson Oval
Organised sports include football and cricket. Used for occasional events and also available for casual use.
Shares a clubhouse with BMX track.
BMX Track
Extensive track - club based events are regularly held. Also available for casual use.
Designated dog off-leash area
Current designated unfenced portion of the golf course. Limited supporting facilities available.
Remaining bushland
The remaining bushland on site contains mixed communities including:
• Open forest/Woodlands; both Eucalyptus piperita - Angophora costata and
Corymbia gummifera – E. sieberi
• Heath, and
• Wetlands; both Blue Mountains Swamp and Blue Mountains Riparian Complex
A dedicated Bushcare group has tended to the area for some years.
6
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Detention pond
The run-off from the works from widening of the highway (which also created the new town centre)
through Lawson led to the need and creation of a detention pond to manage urban flows before they
enter Lawson creek. The parcel is leased by Roads and Maritime Services. The detention pond area is
integrated into the golf course fairways and can attract recreation use. However its function to take
polluted water and manage storm surges makes it unsuitable for additional functions.
All these facilities remain used and appreciated in 2020. Given its size and qualities, South Lawson Park
has potential to provide an greater range of recreational opportunities than it does in 2020, not just to
the local community but to the whole of the Blue Mountains.
Primary direction on layout and distribution of permitted uses is given in the South Lawson Park
Masterplan. For more information on the Masterplan see 2.5. South Lawson Park Masterplan is also
available on Council’s website.

1.3 Objectives
The general objectives of this South Lawson Park Plan of Management are to:
•

provide a legal framework, and a clear direction, for the use and management of the site; and

•

facilitate a fair and equitable use of the site’s potential, within available resources, while protecting
its environmental and heritage qualities.
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Legislation and Policy

2

This section sets out the legal and policy documents which provide direction on how South Lawson Park
can and should be managed.

2.1 Crown Land Management Act 2016
Division 3 of the Crown Lands Management Act 2016 (CLM Act) requires council as the appointed Crown
Land Manager to manage Crown reserves classified as community land as if it were public land under the
Local Government Act 1993. Council must adopt and implement a Plan of Management for the land.

2.2 Respecting Native Title
(Native Title Act 1993)
As part of the Crown Lands Management (CLM) Act 2016, Part 8, Native Title Rights and Interests, the
Council is required through a Native Title Manager to provide written advice in relation to ensure that
proposed activities for Crown Land identified in Plans of Management comply with the Native Title Act
(NTA) 1993.
Within the overall boundary of South Lawson Park as detailed within this Plan of Management there a
two Council managed Crown Land Reserves that are subject to the CLM and the management of Native
Title requirements.
These Reserves are also within the Agreement Area of the Gundungurra Indigenous Land Use Agreement
(Gundungurra ILUA) a 10-year, legally binding agreement under the NTA between the Gundungurra
Traditional Owners as parties to the ILUA and a number of land and water managers, including the Blue
Mountains City Council.
The Gundungurra ILUA establishes an alternative regime which prescribes activities that can occur on
Council managed Crown lands within the Agreement Area to which Native Title may apply aligning
with Future Acts (Part 2, Division 3) of the NTA. The Gundungurra ILUA fulfils the requirements of the
CLM through the alternative regime by setting out processes responding to three classes of activities
which apply to all Council managed lands within the agreement area where Native Title has not been
extinguished.
Activities (Actions in this Plan) proposed on the land within South Lawson Park, that are subject to this
Plan, are covered by the Gundungurra ILUA. Native Title matters relevant to this plan will be dealt with in
strict accordance with that agreement. Proposed activities that have been endorsed in this Plan covered
by the Gundungurra ILUA and the CLM will also be subject to approval through the Council’s assessment
of the NSW Environment Planning and Assessment Act 1979. to ensure compliance with Native Title
matters prior to any activity being undertaken. Any leases and licences authorised through this Plan must
also be issued in accordance with the requirements of the Gundungurra ILUA.
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2.3 Local Government Act 1993
The Local Government Act 1993 (LGA 1993) gives direction on how a plan of management is to be written
for community land. The Act requires land to be categorised depending on how it is intended to be used
and provides the core objectives for management of the land and the categories that can be applied
to it. The relevant core objectives for each applicable category applied to this Plan of Management are
outlined below:

Category - Park
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 - SECT 36G
Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a park
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a park are:
(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social and educational pastimes 		
and activities, and
b) to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the casual playing of games, and
(c) to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve the other core 		
objectives for its management

Category - Sportsground
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 - SECT 36F
Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a sportsground
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a sportsground are:
(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational pursuits in the community involving organised and
informal sporting activities and games, and
(b) to ensure that such activities are managed having regard to any adverse impact on nearby residences.

Category - General Community Use
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 - SECT 36I
Core objectives for management of community land categorised as general community use
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as general community use are to promote,
encourage and provide for the use of the land, and to provide facilities on the land, to meet the current and future
needs of the local community and of the wider public:
(a) in relation to public recreation and the physical, cultural, social and intellectual welfare or development of
individual members of the public, and
(b) in relation to purposes for which a lease, licence or other estate may be granted in respect of the land (other
than the provision of public utilities and works associated with or ancillary to public utilities).

Category - Natural Area
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 - SECT 36E
Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a natural area
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a natural area are—
(a) to conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystem function in respect of the land, or the feature or habitat in
respect of which the land is categorised as a natural area, and
(b) to maintain the land, or that feature or habitat, in its natural state and setting, and
(c) to provide for the restoration and regeneration of the land, and
(d) to provide for community use of and access to the land in such a manner as will minimise and mitigate any
disturbance caused by human intrusion, and
(e) to assist in and facilitate the implementation of any provisions restricting the use and management of
the land that are set out in a recovery plan or threat abatement plan prepared under the Threatened Species
Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries Management Act 1994.
Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management
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Sub-category - Natural Area - Bushland
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 - SECT 36J
Core objectives for management of community land categorised as bushland
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as bushland are:
(a) to ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting the ecological biodiversity and habitat
values of the land, the flora and fauna (including invertebrates, fungi and micro-organisms) of the land and
other ecological values of the land, and
(b) to protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and scientific values of the land, and
(c) to promote the management of the land in a manner that protects and enhances the values and quality
of the land and facilitates public enjoyment of the land, and to implement measures directed to minimising or
mitigating any disturbance caused by human intrusion, and
(d) to restore degraded bushland, and
(e) to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and foreshores, and
(f ) to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will enable the existing plant and animal
Communities to survive in the long term, and
g) to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface.

Sub-category - Natural Area Watercourse
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 - SECT 36M
Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a watercourse
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a watercourse are:
(a) to manage watercourses so as to protect the biodiversity and ecological values of the instream
environment, particularly in relation to water quality and water flows, and
(b) to manage watercourses so as to protect the riparian environment, particularly in relation to riparian
vegetation and habitats and bank stability, and
(c) to restore degraded watercourses, and
(d) to promote community education, and community access to and use of the watercourse, with		
out compromising the other core objectives of the category.

2.4 Environmental Planning & Assessment 		
Act 1979
The Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EPA Act) establishes the statutory planning
framework for environmental and land use planning of all land in NSW with the objective of ensuring
good management, land with specific reference to environmental protection and community service.
It works through setting out processes for development applications. One of the main instruments
for implementing the act are Local Environmental Plans. Local Environment Plans (LEPs) are statutory
planning tools that set controls over development in the area to which it applies. They contain zoning
controls for heritage, conservation and recreational areas and protected areas, amongst other matters.

Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2015
The current zonings for the Lawson Crown Lands study area are RE1-Public Recreation and E2
Environmental Conservation.
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The objectives of the RE1 zoning are:
• to enable land to be used for public open space or recreational purposes.
• to provide a range of recreational settings and activities and compatible land uses.
• to protect and enhance the natural environment for recreational purposes.
• to enhance the quality of life of residents and visitors and improve the amenity of the villages in
the Blue Mountains through the provision and management of open space.
Zoning is shown in Figure 2 (page 11) and more information on the LEP 2015 can be found on Council’s
website.
The majority of the land, subject to this POM, is zoned RE1 Public Recreation, with E2 Environmental
Conservation over remnant bushland. The proposed uses are in line with the LEP and no re-zoning is
required.

Figure 2 - South Lawson Park LEP 2015 Zonings

Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management
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2.5 Open Space & Recreation Strategic Plan
Council’s Open Space and Recreation Strategic Plan was adopted in 2018 and gives direction on the community needs
for open space and recreation facilities across the Blue Mountains. The on-going need for all the current uses of
South Lawson Park is confirmed, plus the capacity to deliver some of the identified shortfalls. The size of the site and
its position in the mid-mountains give it potential to function like a district park for specific activities such as dog off
leash exercise and accessible paths.
Additional sports fields are a need identified in the strategic plan, and this was investigated for South Lawson Park.
However, due to the extent of earthworks that would be required to construct them, they have not been included
in this Plan of Management. While they may be considered in future, a review of the Plan of Management would be
needed to make them permissible.
A need for suitable amphitheatre spaces for outdoor community events was also identified, and this use is proposed
in this Plan of Management and the Masterplan.
The need for more accessible and loop walks in the Blue Mountains was identified- supported by similar needs
identified in the Community Strategic Plan, the Disability Inclusion Action Plan and the Ageing Strategy - and South
Lawson Park is ideally placed to deliver an accessible walk of good length.

2.6 South Lawson Park Masterplan
The South Lawson Park Masterplan was developed with extensive community consultation and gives direction on
how any proposed developments and uses permitted in the PoM will be distributed across the site, with general
direction on their priority and style. It indicates the extent of the dog off-leash area, the location of an accessible loop
walk, where the riparian buffer will be extended, and such like elements.
South Lawson Park Masterplan can be amended without updating this Plan of Management, so long as the work it
proposes is still in line with the adopted direction of this Plan of Management.
The South Lawson Park Masterplan can be viewed on the Council’s website.
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Site Description						

3

This section describes the three parcels of land for which this Plan of Management gives direction and describes the
condition of the lands, their categorisation and the major built assets on them.
Classification:

Community Land

Planning Area: Planning Area 3
Latitude:

-33.727284

Total area:

242,605 m2

Individual Lot
information
Reserve 89400
Lot 7303
DP 1137955
Parish Linden
County Cook

187,900m2
Lot 1 DP337785
5,865m2

Longitude: 150.435163

Address
48-78
Wilson St,
Lawson
Former Lawson
Golf Course

46 Wilson
Street,
Lawson

Owned

Zoning

Crown

Crown Reserve
for
Public Recreation

Park
General
Community Use
Natural AreaBushland
Wetland

E2

Community land

General
Community Use
Natural AreaWatercourse

Detention Pond

Reserve 52559
(Part)
Lot 7003
DP1127200
48,840m2

44 Wilson St,
Lawson
Lawson Oval and
BMX Course

Figure 3 - Study Area

Category

RE1 & E2

Managed by
Blue Mountains
City Council as
Crown Land
Manager
Council

Purpose

Crown
Managed by
Blue Mountains
City Council as
Crown Land
Manager

RE1 & E2

Crown Reserve
for
Public Recreation

Sportsground
Park
Natural AreaBushland
Wetland
Watercourse

Figure 4 - Topographic Map with Slope
Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management
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The scope of this Plan of Management will refer to Lawson Cemetery which adjoins the site. The cemetery is a Crown
Reserve also managed by Council. A Cemetery Strategic Plan will be developed for cemetery services across the Blue
Mountains.

3.2 Proposed Categorisation

Figure 5- Category Management Map of South Lawson Park
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3.3 Condition of the land
As a Group
The three parcels are described separately below, but they also have value as a group. Their environmental
and recreational values, being connected are cumulative and work in synergy. Their heritage values stem
from their ongoing recreational use and what they convey about the history and development of Lawson.
The full heritage assessment is available of Council’s website.
In summary:

Lot 7303-Former Golf Course
This parcel contains mostly a cultural landscape developed for recreation, with elements of remnant
modified bushland and substantially intact bushland. Within the bushland some evidence of Aboriginal
occupation is documented, including scarred trees.
The site’s previous function as a golf course is is clearly evident in nine cleared fairways between stands
of trees and remnant bushland with regeneration. The fairways remain in good condition. The former
Clubhouse, and a failing machinery shed, remain on site. The lack of other supporting facilities – toilet,
seating, connecting paths - is not a significant problem with the 2020 levels of recreation use but could
become so with increased use.
The bushland within this area includes the riparian zone of Lawson Creek: scheduled vegetation Blue
Mountains Swamps and Riparian Complex. The majority of trees are local species (E. piperita-A. costata,
C. gummifera-E. sieberi). The riparian zone is not in good condition and requires expansion/restoration to
protect its habitat values. It contains significant woody and ground weeds.
The area also contains forest. The remnant forest areas suffer from edge effects. Regeneration and weed
infestation are both evident in the bushland. During the golf course era, forest areas were cleared of
undergrowth and used for stockpiling, dams etc. Various artifacts from this era are clearly visible around the
site. The artifacts have value in telling the story of the history of the site.

Lot 1-Detention Pond
This parcel, while owned by Council, is leased to the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) and contains a
detention pond which is owned and managed by the RMS. The detention pond receives stormwater from
the GWH and Lawson Town Centre.
There are significant woody and ground weeds in the detention pond.

Lot 7003 Lawson Oval and BMX Course
A sporting area surrounded by bushland. The sports facilities include; 1 turfed soccer oval, a contoured and
stabilised BMX course, amenities block, storage unit, lighting, access road and car parking.
The bushland is as described for Lot 7303 above but without the impacts of golf course history.

Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management
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3.4 Built Assets
Former Clubhouse Community Building
Lot 7303-Former Clubhouse is a one storey building with undercroft
to the rear. Currently leased to The Fathers House Christian Healing
Centre Inc. and used as a place of public worship. Small car park
attached, access off the corner of Wilson Street and Ferris Lane.
Condition: In 2019 the clubhouse building was assessed as 2.7
condition on a scale of 1-5 with 1 being the best.

Machinery shed
Lot 7303 – Brick building with tin roof. No longer in use.
Condition: in 2019 the machinery shed was assessed as in very poor
condition and the cost of repairs prohibitive.
Fitness for purpose: The shed is known to be contaminated with lead
and other chemicals and is not fit for purpose. It is recommended
for demolition.

Lawson Oval Clubhouse
Lot 7003 - BMX starting gate, small brick amenities block, with
canteen, associated with Lawson Oval and the BMX Club.
Condition: in 2019 the Clubhouse building was assessed as
condition 3.0 on a scale of 1-5 with 1 being the best. The leaks mean
that it is constantly damp.
Fitness for purpose: The building currently provides for the most
basic needs for a portion of users but it is not accessible.

Lawson Oval Storage and Shelter
Lot 7003-Lawson Oval steel storage structure and a steel shade
shelter with seating. Used mainly by Hazelbrook Football Club.
Condition: A relatively new building - assumed to be in good
condition
Fitness for purpose: Yes
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Management Direction			

4

This section outlines management issues of the site and how this plan of management addresses them. The
permitted activities and their intensity of use are spelled out and an action plan is provided.

4.1 Issues

The shortage of open recreation land in the Mountains means that South Lawson Park can potentially play
an increased role in providing recreation opportunities for the Mid Mountains and further afield. The type
and intensity of such uses need to be considered against the site values.
The values of the site to the first peoples are recognised through an Indigenous Land Use Agreement which
means the site will be developed in consultation with them.
The environmental values of the site are recognised through the zoning and the long term volunteer effort
put in by bushcare volunteers. There are requirements for:
•

a greater buffer on the riparian zone of Lawson Creek,

•

water sensitively designed water management opportunities,

•

minimal additional clearing of large trees, and

•

a range of management techniques including fire

•

need to be accommodated. The bushland also is part of the attractive setting for the site and the
cemetery and gives access to bushwalks, notably Adeline Falls.

•

clear direction on how to respond when interactions occur with wildlife, with community reaction
to snakes and potential resulting pressure to clear vegetation being of concern

Safety and recreational use: The size of the site and the deliberate encouragement of people away from
high surveillance areas creates a need for some degree of vegetation management.
The Heritage values of the site derive from its ongoing value for Aboriginal people and post-contact long
role for public use and recreation. See 1.2 Background for a summary.
To protect these heritage and recreation values; ongoing recreation use needs to be retained; potential
for events and gatherings needs to be permissible; access to the waterfalls ensured; the fairways need to
remain substantially intact; and interpretation provided.
Each additional use carries resourcing implications for both establishment and ongoing management, and
potential for increasing user conflicts. An ongoing issue for Blue Mountains City Council is the resourcing of
operations, maintenance and provision of public land and built assets. The manage this, Council specifies
the level of service it will provide to different parcels of land and uses based on their position in the service
level hierarchy. Some functions of South Lawson Park will, in time, be managed at a district facility level and
others only ever at a local level. The aspirational service level is noted in section 4.5.

Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management
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4.2 Management direction
Issues and the source of direction provided are shown below.
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•

Aboriginal values; will be managed through the processes of the Indigenous Land Use Agreement
(ILUA) which requires consultation regarding any significant change or development.

•

Natural area management; direction provided by the category of natural area and the objectives
of this POM, as well as the future Natural Area Management Guidelines, with expansion of natural
areas as per South Lawson Park Masterplan. Further direction is also in the Water Sensitive Blue
Mountains Strategic Plan and the Blue Mountains Bushfire Risk Management Plan. The regenerating
bushland within the dog off-leash area, and the remnants on the fairways, are managed for
recreation purposes as per the park category.

•

Retention of the heritage values; direction provided through the categories which allow ongoing
community recreation, through the direction of this POM which permits events and interpretation,
and South Lawson Park Masterplan which indicates minimal encroachment on the fairways and
ongoing access to Adeline Falls.

•

Existing sports use, including on the oval and BMX track; this use continues with direction
provided by the category of sportsground, the Sportsground Management Guidelines and the
objectives of this PoM

•

Future additional sporting fields; the draft POM and Masterplan do not allow for this. If
investigations into alternative venues do not succeed or meet needs, the possibility can be
revisited through a new plan of management and masterplan process.

•

Dog off-leash provision, and improved facilities; this is permissible in the park category, with
direction provided through the Dogs In Public Spaces Strategy and the South Lawson Park Masterplan

•

Proposals for new non-recreation uses; direction given through the Local Environmental Plan (LEP)
and the categories in this POM.

•

Proposals for new recreation uses; direction on new recreation uses generally will be through the
Open Space and Recreation Strategic Plan. Direction within the site on permitted uses, and their
intensity, is given through this POM.

•

Proposals for new facilities; direction on new recreation facilities, such as toilets, dog off-leash
facilities, picnic facilities, play facilities and the like, is given through this POM with placement via
the South Lawson Park Masterplan. Direction on placement of infrastructure; water management
structures; infrastructure for water, power and the like, will be based on best practice.

•

Use of existing buildings; direction given through the Community Buildings Strategic Plan and this
POM. Note that the 2020 zoning does not allow for commercial use of any of the buildings.

•

Parking: normal street parking permissions apply. POM allows supporting infrastructure to be built
and South Lawson Park Masterplan gives direction for off-street parking in limited locations.

•

Provision of accessible loop paths, bike and pedestrian; permissible via this POM in all categories
and direction on placement is given in South Lawson Park Masterplan.

•

Extra or improved connections with the adjoining public bushland reserves and adjacent
residential areas; permissible via this POM and direction given through Council’s Pedestrian Access
Mobility Plan and in the South Lawson Park Masterplan.

•

Service Levels for each facility are broadly indicated through this POM under Intensity of use. The
exact level of servicing will be determined by available resourcing and competing demands at any
particular time.
Blue Mountains City Council - South Lawson Park Plan of Management

4.3 Site specific permitted uses
Management principle 1
In respect of the rights of wildlife and environmental values, no clearing of established riparian zones
(existing or rehabilitated) will occur. Riparian vegetation beside paths can be managed through use
of mulch and slashing to one standard slasher width. Any wildlife conflicts will be managed through
education.

Management principle 2
To ensure pedestrian safety, vegetation adjacent paths may be managed to the extent required to create
appropriate sightlines.

4.4 Permitted activities generally

Uses are to be consistent with the objectives of this plan of management and the South Lawson Park
Masterplan and:
•

Local Government Act 1993 and Regulations

•

Crown Lands Management Act 2016 and Regulations

•

Zoning under Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan 2015

•

Schedule 1 State Environment Planning Policy (SEPP) (Infrastructure) 2007

•

cl 65(3) & 66 SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007

•

The categorisation of the lands

•

4.4 Leases and Licences
Purpose
Leases and
licences

Current purpose and intensity
The Father’s House Christian Healing
Centre Inc. – renewed monthly

Future purpose and intensity

RMS-Drainage/detention pond

All current leases and licenses are
permitted to continue at the intensity as of
2020 or to an intensity appropriate to the
categorisation of the land

Bookings are taken for the oval
and the BMX track and a variety
of events are licensed through the
event bookings process.

Leases and licences are permitted for new
activities and events if in line with the
objectives for the relevant category of the
land

Easement of Council owned land at
44-78 Wilson Street Lawson (Lot 1 in
DP 337785) by the Roads and Traffic
Authority for drainage purposes.

Where the license is for an event; the
intensity of use is limited to:
• events of not more than 500 people at
any one time
• daylight hours and
• events of over 300 people limited to a
maximum of one event per month.

Easement over Crown Land at 44-78
Wilson Street Lawson being (Lot
7005 in DP 751652) by the Roads
and Traffic Authority for drainage
purposes.

Where the intensity of a proposed lease
is a significant increase over the existing
use, the matter will be considered by
resolution of the Council.
All leases and licenses are subject to
consideration of issues arising from ILUA
consultation.
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4.5 Use of the lands, whether under lease/
licence or otherwise, and intensity of use
Purpose
Land categorised
as Natural Area all types
(for Objectives see
2.3)

Current purpose and intensity

Future purpose and intensity

Community input

Community input
South Lawson Park Bushcare and South
Lawson Park Streamwatch to the extent that
volunteers and resources permit.

South Lawson Park Bushcare
South Lawson Park Streamwatch
Environmental management

Any works required to manage and enhance
the environmental values and water quality
are permitted in the intensity required,
including cultural burns.
Riparian area of Lawson Creek can be
extended as per South Lawson Park
Masterplan.
Asset protection zones and pedestrian
connections and interpretation, minor
recreation assets such as seating, suitable in
style to the bushland setting, are permitted.
All development are subject to
consideration of issues arising from ILUA
consultation.

Land categorised
as sportsground
(for Objectives see
2.3)

BMX track-as used by the
Blue Mountains BMX Club for
competition and associated
training, starting gate

Ongoing use BMX course, the oval and
associated facilities are permitted, and
supporting infrastructure may be modified
and expanded within the category area.

Lawson Oval-grass surface
oval and amenities used by
local sporting clubs for football
and cricket, competition and
associated training

Buildings and associated facilities can
be removed, expanded and adapted to
community use as required, in line with the
Community Buildings Strategic Plan.

Casual community use of all the
above

Land categorised as Sportsground may be
used for any sporting or community use,
that it has capacity to provide for.

Occasional events including
Rural Fire Service training events

Any management or maintenance works or
infrastructure are permitted in the intensity
required.
For events see under Leases and Licenses
Service Levels; Lawson oval to be managed
to a local standard and the BMX to a district
standard.
All developments are subject to
consideration of issues arising from ILUA
consultation.
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Purpose
Land categorised
as Park
(for Objectives see
2.3)

Current purpose and
intensity

Future purpose and intensity

Open lawn areas, and central
remnant bushland:

Ongoing existing uses are permitted, in line
with South Lawson Park Masterplan

Diverse informal recreation
including walking with or
without a dog; casual sports; play
and picnicking.

Any new uses in line with the objectives of
the category are permitted

Various walking track
connections - some underused
and not fit for purpose.
Occasional events including Rural
Fire Service Training events.

New facilities up to a district park standard,
are permitted, with general layout as
indicated in the South Lawson Park
Masterplan
Any management or maintenance works or
infrastructure are permitted in accordance
with council’s best practise and the intensity
required including cultural burns
For events approvals see under Leases and
Licenses
Roadside parking and dedicated parking
areas suited to a district park are permitted.
Service levels will be determined based on
the facility to be serviced, with a long-term
goal of District level.
All developments are subject to
consideration of issues arising from ILUA
consultation.

Land categorised
as General
Community Use

Area including the old Clubhouse
building and associated facilities.
Leased in 2020 for worship,
playgroup and functions (on
demand)

Any community use that aligns with the
objectives of the land category and LEP
2015 is permitted.
For intensity of use see under Leases and
licenses
Any management or maintenance works or
infrastructure are permitted in the intensity
required.
Buildings and associated facilities can
be, removed, expanded and adapted to
community use as required , in line with the
Community Buildings Strategic Plan.
For events approvals see leases and licenses
All developments are subject to
consideration of issues arising from ILUA
consultation

The detention pond - in 2020
owned and managed by Roads
and Maritime Services - receives
storm-water from the Lawson
Town Centre and Great Western
Highway

Ongoing use as detention pond is
permitted. Any changes to enhance
function, or works for management or
maintenance, are permitted at intensity
required. Use for other function is subject to
safety considerations and lease conditions.
All developments are subject to
consideration of issues arising from ILUA.
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5

Consider Heritage listing of
the site

Low

Ongoing

Environmental management
and monitoring as per
the upcoming bushland
management guidelines

BMCC

Operational

Property

Review of Leases

4

Ongoing
and as
needed

Construction works beyond
Stage 1

3

Sustainable
Communities

Active transport links to
Lawson and within site

2

Medium

1-3 years
CWP
August 2021

Stage 1 of MasterplanConstruction

1

BMCC and
contractors
for City Deal +
1-3 years
August 2021 s7.12 (developer
contributions)
funded

Who

Timing and
Priority

Actions

No.

South Lawson Park included in internal heritage
assessment reviews

Annual monitoring

Improved water quality
(improved from fair).
Increase in macro
invertebrates

Internal review of value of
heritage listing carried out

Annual review shows all leases current or under
review

Scope of works identified in Council’s Operational
Plan and budget

Handover documentation: Parks and Recreation:
maintenance

Handover documentation: Parks and Recreation:
maintenance

Assessment

All leases current

Priorities defined
Funding obtained

Project completed

Project completed

Performance Target

Actions, Performance Targets and Assessment
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Contact
Katoomba Office
2 Civic Place Katoomba NSW 2780
Phone: 02 4780 5000
Katoomba Office Postal Address
Locked Bag 1005 Katoomba NSW 2780
Springwood Office
104 Macquarie Road Springwood NSW 2777
Phone: 02 4723 5000
Springwood Office Postal Address
Document Exchange DX 8305 Katoomba
Council email
council@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
Council Website
bmcc.nsw.gov.au
Have Your Say Website
bluemountainshaveyoursay.com.au

