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Section 1: Establishing a Local Context for Data 
 
Introduction  

 
The NSW Government is committed to making our roads the safest in the world. Better 
understanding of road safety issues and solutions is important in achieving our goal. 
 
In NSW there are five main concerns when dealing with road safety. They are speeding, 
pedestrians, drink driving, occupant restraints and young drivers. Promoting community-based 
action underlies these issues at the local level. 
 
In recognition of the important ongoing role of Local Government, the State Government will 
continue to support Road Safety Officers throughout the State. 
 
 
The Challenge 
 
Blue Mountains City Council commenced involvement with the NSW Local Government 
Program in 1996 with the employment of a full-time Road Safety Officer. 
 
 

Objectives of Action Plan 
 
Road safety is an issue for all members of our community. In 2003 the estimated cost per crash 
was:   
 

$1,740,359 - per fatality 
$429,553 - per serious injury 
$14,504 - other injury 
$152,273 - average casualty crash 

 
During 2005: 
 
Fatal crashes:   $10,442,154 
Average casualty crashes: $38,981,888 
 
Blue Mountains City Council is committed to road safety and this Road Safety Action Plan will 
take it into the new millennium. The activities of the Road Safety Action Plan aim to reduce the 
fatalities and injuries on our roads by educating the community and thereby changing driver and 
other road user behaviour. 
 
The action outlined in the Plan reflects both the commitment of the State Government, RTA and 
that of Blue Mountains City Council. 
 
 
Geographic, Demographic and Road Safety Profile 
 
The City of the Blue Mountains is located to the west of the Sydney region and in 2001; the total 
population of the City was estimated at 77,021. It is expected to increase by almost 900 people to 
77,922 by 2016.  The population density of the city is 171 persons per square kilometres 
(excluding the national Park).   
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There are 26 townships and villages mostly spread along a narrow ridgeline joining Lapstone in 
the east and Mount Victoria in the west.  Mount Wilson and Mount Irvine are located in the 
north and the rural Megalong Valley in the South of the LGA.  The LGA consist of 971 
kilometres of road network. 
 
The City covers an area of around 1430 square kilometres, more than 70% of which forms part 
of the Blue Mountains National Park.  The Great Western Highway, which runs along the 
ridgeline, separates the National Park into its Southern and Northern sections. 
 
The Great Western Highway is the major route for Blue Mountains residents and tourist, and is 
also the dominant road linking Sydney to the Central West.  The highway follows the main 
ridgeline from Penrith to Mt Victoria. The Blue Mountains roads have an annual 2% increase in 
traffic volume each year.   
 
Car Ownership 

Derived from the Census question, ‘How many registered motor vehicles owned or used by 
residents of this dwelling were garaged or parked at or near this dwelling on the night of 
Tuesday, 8 August 2006?’ 

The ability of the population to source services and employment is strongly influenced by access 
to transport. The number of motor vehicles per household quantifies access to private transport. 
There are three major reasons for a different share of motor vehicles per household:  

·  the age structure of the population and household type, which influences the size of the 
household and the number of adults present;  

·  access to public transport; and  
·  household income, which can influence the amount of money available to purchase motor 

vehicles. 

Blue Mountains City Car ownership 
(vehicles per 
household) 2006 2001  

Enumerated 
data number % 

Sydney 
Statistical 
Division % 

number % 
Sydney 

Statistical 
Division % 

Change 
2001 to 
2006 

No vehicles 2,610 9.2 12.6 2,820 10.2 13.1 -210 

1 vehicle 10,778 38.1 36.4 11,544 41.6 38.6 -766 

2 vehicles 9,711 34.3 30.2 8,932 32.2 29.5 779 

3 vehicles or 
more 3,550 12.5 11.5 2,961 10.7 10.7 589 

Not stated 1,661 5.9 9.3 1,490 5.4 8.2 171 

Total 28,310 100.0 100.0 27,747 100.0 100.0 563 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2006, 2001, 1996, 
and 1991. 
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NOTE: Table totals may not equate with other similar tables due to randomisation of small 
numbers. Please refer to the specific data notes for more information. 

Analysis of the car ownership of the households in Blue Mountains City in 2006 compared to the 
Sydney Statistical Division shows that 84.9% of the households owned at least one car, while 
9.2% did not, compared with 78.1% and 12.6% respectively in the Sydney Statistical Division. 

Of those that owned at least one vehicle, there was a larger proportion who owned just one car; a 
larger proportion who owned two cars; and a similar proportion who owned three cars or more. 

Overall, 38.1% of the households owned one car; 34.3% owned two cars; and 12.5% owned 
three cars or more, compared with 36.4%; 30.2% and 11.5% respectively for the Sydney 
Statistical Division. 

The major differences between the car ownership of the households in Blue Mountains City and 
the Sydney Statistical Division were: 

·  A larger percentage of households with 2 vehicles (34.3% compared to 30.2%), and;  
·  A smaller percentage of households with No vehicles (9.2% compared to 12.6%). 

The largest changes in the household car ownership in Blue Mountains City between 2001 and 
2006 was with those who owned: 

·  2 vehicles (+779 households);  
·  3 vehicles or more (+589 households);  
·  1 vehicle (-766 households), and;  
·  No vehicles (-210 households). 
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Bicycle Ownership 
 
Australians brought more bicycles than motor vehicles in 2006.  The industry-backed Cycling 
Promotion Fund said 1,273,781 new bikes were sold during 2006, significantly ahead of the 
962,521 new cars and trucks bought.  Sales rose 9 per cent in 2006 as more people turned to 
bikes to cut petrol costs and boost their fitness. 
 
Cycling continues to grow in the City. In the Blue Mountains Recreation and Sporting Strategy 
2002 cycling was listed as one of the top 5 activities that people would like to do more of. 
Recreation participation for children, bike riding in the park/neighbourhood was the second 
highest activity recorded.  Further evidence to support this trend is the annual participation of 
Bike Week Promotions over the past several years.  On estimate, approximately 500 people 
attend this annual event. This is further supported by record numbers of membership at the Blue 
Mountain BMX Club, Penrith Panthers Cycling Club and the Western Sydney Mountain Bike 
Club. 
 
Further evidence to support these claims is detailed in the responses to the Blue Mountains 
Cycling Survey 2005. We know that: 
 

�  91% have access to a bicycle 
�  2/3 bicycles get ridden at least 54% of the time (monthly) 
�  35% of bicycles get ridden several times each week 
�  Riding for recreation (21%), to the shops (20%) and to the park are the most common 

trips made. 
 
 

 
Photo by Kristin Wohlers: ‘Back on Your Bike Training Day’ funded by Blue Mountains City Council 
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Travel to Work 

Derived from the Census question, ‘How did the person get to work on Tuesday, 8 August 
2006?’ and relates only to persons aged 15 years or more. 

This data reveals the main Modes of Transport used by residents to get to work. This data is very 
useful in transport planning as it informs decision-makers on the effectiveness and availability of 
local public transport. There are a number of reasons why people use different Modes of 
Transport to get to work including: 

·  the availability of affordable and effective public transport options;  
·  the number of motor vehicles available within a household; and  
·  the travel distance to work, which for example, can allow people to walk or bicycle to 

their place of employment. 

Note that respondents to the Census can nominate up to three methods of travel. The data 
presented here include people using multiple methods, but shows only one method. A hierarchy 
is used in which public transport is assumed to be the dominant mode if it is used. Hence people 
driving their car to a station or taking a taxi to the ferry are included under "Train" and "Tram or 
Ferry" respectively, rather than "Car" or "Taxi".   

Blue Mountains City Travel to work 
(includes multi-
mode journeys) 2006 2001  

Enumerated data number % 
Sydney 

Statistical 
Division % 

number % 
Sydney 

Statistical 
Division % 

Change 
2001 to 
2006 

Train 3,729 10.7 12.3 4,105 12.0 13.3 -376 
Bus 130 0.4 5.4 153 0.4 5.3 -23 
Tram or Ferry 4 0 0.3 10 0 0.3 -6 

Taxi 69 0.2 0.3 96 0.3 0.4 -27 
Car - as driver 19,809 57.1 53.7 18,460 53.9 52.1 1,349 

Car - as passenger 1,629 4.7 5.3 1,831 5.3 5.6 -202 

Truck 441 1.3 1.3 560 1.6 1.6 -119 
Motorbike 190 0.5 0.5 172 0.5 0.4 18 
Bicycle 132 0.4 0.6 137 0.4 0.5 -5 

Walked only 979 2.8 4.2 1,078 3.1 3.8 -99 
Other 302 0.9 0.9 408 1.2 1.1 -106 

Worked at home 1,998 5.8 3.9 1,889 5.5 4.1 109 

Did not go to 
work 

4,767 13.7 9.5 4,870 14.2 9.8 -103 

Not stated 538 1.5 1.9 467 1.4 1.7 71 

Total 34,717 100.0 100.0 34,236 100.0 100.0 481 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2006, 2001, 1996, 
and 1991. 
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NOTE: Table totals may not equate with other similar tables due to randomisation of small 
numbers. Please refer to the specific data notes for more information. 

In 2006, there were 3,863 people who caught public transport to work (train, bus, tram or ferry) 
in Blue Mountains City, compared with 22,069 who drove in private vehicles (car –as driver, car 
– as passenger, motorbike, or truck). 

Analysis of the method of travel to work of the residents in Blue Mountains City in 2006 
compared to the Sydney Statistical Division shows that 11.1% used public transport, while 
63.6% used a private vehicle, compared with 18.0% and 60.8% respectively in the Sydney 
Statistical Division. 

The major differences between the method of travel to work of Blue Mountains City and the 
Sydney Statistical Division were: 

·  A larger percentage of people who did not go to work (13.7% compared to 9.5%);  
·  A larger percentage of car - as driver commuters (57.1% compared to 53.7%), and;  
·  A smaller percentage of bus commuters (0.4% compared to 5.4%). 

The largest changes in the method of travel to work by resident population in Blue Mountains 
City between 2001 and 2006 were for those nominated:  

·  Car - as driver (+1,349 persons);  
·  Train (-376 persons);  
·  Car - as passenger (-202 persons), and;  
·  Truck (-119 persons). 

 

Employment and Location 
 
A total of 53% of the population are in the workforce.  Approximately 60% of this labour force 
commutes to work, of which 58% travel outside the LGA for work each day.  
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Key Road Safety Issues 
 
As identified by community consultation, key stakeholder and data analysis: 
 

1. Speed 
2. Young Drivers 
3. Heavy Vehicles  
4. Drink Driving 
5. Fatigue 
6. School Zones 
7. Cyclist and Pedestrian Access and Mobility 
8. Lack of alternative transport  
9. Lack of road safety funding 

 

 
Photo by Glenn Sherlock: Share the Road with Heavy Vehicles advertising campaign 
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Section 2: Crash Data Analysis 
 
Notes on Crash Data Evaluation 
Scope of crash statistics (source: RTA Crash Data Summary 2006. 
http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/downloads/accidentstats2006.pdf) 
Crash statistics included in this Statistical Statement 
The crash statistics recorded by the Roads and Traffic Authority and included in this Statistical 
Statement are confined to those crashes which conform to the national guidelines for reporting 
and classifying road vehicle crashes. The main criteria are: 
 

1. The crash was reported to the police 
2. The crash occurred on a road open to the public 
3. The crash involved at least one moving road vehicle 
4. The crash involved at least one person being killed or injured or at least one motor 

vehicle being towed away. 
 

Reports for some crashes are not received until well into the following year and after the annual 
crash database has been finalised. These amount to fewer than 1% of recorded crashes and are 
counted in the following year's statistics. 
 
Crash data reported in this Statistical Statement were finalised and released in September 2007. 
Criteria for reporting crashes in 2006 
 
Prior to 2000, Section 8 (3) of the Traffic Act 1909 required a road crash in New South Wales to 
be reported to the police when any person was killed or injured or property damage over $500 
was sustained. 
 
On 1 December 1999, the Traffic Act was repealed and replaced by new traffic legislation 
including the adoption of the Australian Road Rules. The new traffic legislation is found in the 
Road Transport (General) Act 1999 and the Road Transport (Safety and Traffic Management) 
Act 1999 and the regulations made under those Acts. 
 
Rule 287 (3) of the Australian Road Rules requires a crash to be reported to police when any 
person is killed or injured; when drivers involved in the crash do not exchange particulars; or 
when a vehicle involved in the crash is towed away. 
 
 
How crash data are processed 
The processing of crash data in New South Wales directly involves three organisations: the NSW 
Police Force, Spinal Cord Injuries Australia (SCI) and the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA). 
Within the RTA, the NSW Centre for Road Safety is responsible for the collation and 
dissemination of road crash data. 
From July 1997, as part of a police initiative, the practice of recording a road crash on a P4 
report was abandoned. It was replaced by a system whereby information related to a road crash is 
entered directly into COPS (Computerised Operational Policing System) by a police officer, 
using details in the officer’s notebook. This has come to be known as the paperless system. 
 
A sketch of the crash site, a component of the original P4 report, has been retained and is 
completed for crashes where a police officer attended the crash scene. It is referred to as the site 
diagram. The site diagram is sent to a central office of the NSW Police Force for microfilming 
and logging. 
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Under the paperless system, completed and checked data are transferred from COPS to computer 
disk on a weekly basis and forwarded to the RTA. There they are loaded into the RTA’s Traffic 
Accident Database System (TADS) for enhancement and validation. This system predominantly 
results in the data electronically captured and supplied by the NSW Police Force being 
reproduced on paper as a pseudo P4 (PP4), resembling the original P4. 
 
The PP4s and site diagrams described above are forwarded to the Alexandria office of SCI, a 
business enterprise employing physically disabled people, contracted to the RTA to provide a 
coding and data entry service. Accurate location information is determined for each crash and the 
collision summary describing the crash and data items is interpreted and validated, then used to 
make additions to TADS via an on-line data entry system. 
 
Each night a computer checking process is performed to identify inconsistencies and errors 
which may have occurred during the data entry and validation phases. Daily editing of the data is 
then undertaken until a ‘clean’ file is obtained for every crash. In addition, results of blood 
alcohol analyses are regularly obtained from the Sydney West Area Health Service’s Division of 
Analytical Laboratories. A further checking process is undertaken each quarter to identify and 
correct any anomalies in the data prior to finalisation. 
 
In the case of a fatal crash, police officers send a preliminary report, generated from COPS, by 
facsimile to the RTA. This provides initial information which is used to compile a preliminary 
database of fatal crashes. Hence, it is possible to monitor and analyse fatal crashes on a daily 
basis. A site diagram of the crash scene is usually supplied later, which enables location and 
crash details to be confirmed and updated if required. Final fatal crash data are captured upon 
receipt of the data electronically from the NSW Police Force. 
 
The NSW Centre for Road Safety’s crash database is used extensively within the RTA for 
monitoring and research work, strategic planning and the production of routine reports and 
analyses. Members of the public and organisations such as the Australian Transport Safety 
Bureau, NSW Police Force, National Roads and Motorist’s Association, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics and Local Governments also regularly access the information. 
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Special notes: 
 
Comparing data with previous years 
 
Due to the introduction by police of the paperless system described in How crash data are 
processed, there may be inconsistencies in the reporting of some data fields. In particular, the 
classification of injury data into serious injury or other injury was discontinued from 1998 as the 
police reported that ‘admitted to hospital’ data were no longer considered reliable. The 
introduction of the Graduated Licensing System resulted in an increase in the number of 
Provisional Licence holders. The assignment of an unknown value has increased in frequency for 
a number of fields and decreased in others. 
 
Care should therefore be taken when making comparisons with data from previous years. 
 
Pedal cycle crashes 
 
It is recognised that a substantial proportion of non-fatal pedal cycle crashes are not reported to 
police. As the NSW Police Force is the only source of crash notification used in this statement, 
statistics relating to pedal cycle crashes may not accurately reflect the situation. 
 
Zero alcohol limit 
 
The Road Transport (Safety and Traffic Management) Act 1999, prescribes a zero alcohol limit 
in NSW for novice licence holders commencing 3 May 2004. The zero alcohol limit means 
learner, provisional P1 and provisional P2 licence holders may not consume any alcohol before 
driving. Relevant tables in this statement incorporate the zero alcohol limit (novice range 
prescribed concentration of alcohol (PCA) and special range PCA offences). 
 
Local Government Areas 
 
The Local Government Areas used in this statement represent the boundaries in force in 2003. 
There have been some boundary changes since then. 
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General Overview of Crash Data 
 
The overall 5-year trend analysis for 2002 – 2006 for the total number of crashes, fatalities and 
casualties for the Blue Mountains indicates that there have been no increases, and some 
decreases, across the four categories summarised below: 
 

·  The total number of crashes has remained at 444 (a 0% change in figures) 
 

·  Fatal crashes have dropped from 6 to 5 (a 17% drop) 
 

·  Casualty crashes have dropped from 256 to 244 (a 5% drop) 
 

·  Total vehicles involved in crashes has remained the same at 714 
 
 
There were 5 fatal crashes in the Blue Mountains in 2006. 
 
Table 1: 2006 Total Fatal Crashes in The Blue Mount ains by Gender, Age 
and Road User Type 
   17-20 30-39 40-49 70 + 
MV Driver Male   2 1 
MV Driver Female  1   
Pedal Cyclist Male     
Pedal Cyclist Female    
Pedestrian Male 1    
Pedestrian Female      

Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
 
Speed continues to by the main contributing factor in crashes at 31%.  
 
31% of crashes occur in 50km/h zones which are all local roads with 27% occurring in 80 km/h 
zones on state and other classified roads.   
 
Blue Mountains residents continue to account for the majority of crashes on our roads at 81%.   
 
In the Blue Mountains crashes involving heavy vehicles represent 13% of all vehicles involved 
in crashes while only representing 2% of vehicles on the road.  
 
% of all crashes occurred where no traffic control devices where install.  
 
% of crashes occurred when the weather was fine with 37% occurring when the weather was 
adverse or bad 
 
The majority of crashes at % occur during daylight hours. 
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Crashes by Road User Group 
 
Cars continue to be the highest road user group involved in crashes at 81% followed by trucks at 
13%. 
 

Total Vehicles Involved in Blue Mountains Crashes 
by Road User Group 2006

Car   81%

Bus   <1%

Motorcycle 4%

Other vehicle 2%

Truck 13%

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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Casualties by Age & User Group 
 
Car users in the 21-25 age group are the highest group followed closely be the 40-49 and 50-59 
age groups for casualties on the roads.  
 
Truck drivers represent 20% of casualties for the road user groups which is substantially high 
given their lower number of actual vehicles on the road. 
 
Passenger casualties have the highest representation in the 5-12 age group 
Pedestrians account for 6% of casualties primarily in the 70 plus, & 50-59 age groups. 
Motor cycles represent 8% of casualties primarily in the 30-39 & 40-49 age groups. 
Pedal cyclists represent 4% of casualties spread broadly across multiple age groups. 
 

Blue Mountains Crash Casualties (persons killed or injured) by Age and Road User Group 
2006
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Blue Mountains Crash Casualties (persons killed or injured) by 
Road User Group 2006
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Crashes Involving Speed 
 
Seed continues to be the main contributing factor in crashes in the Blue Mountains LGA. 
Statistical analysis of the 2006 RTA crash data shows a total of 139 crashes involving speed as a 
factor. This figure is comprised of 91 non-casualty crashes, 47 crashes resulting in injury and one 
(1) fatality.  
 
The five-year trend analysis, for crashes involving speed as a factor, shows a reduction in the 
figures from a peak of 180 speed related crashes in 2003, being an approximate 23% drop. It is, 
however, important to note that crashes involving speed as a factor are over-represented in the 
Blue Mountains when compared with the statistics for the whole of New South Wales. The State 
figures for 2006 show that approximately 17% of crashes involved speed as a contributing factor, 
whereas the Blue Mountains statistics show approximately 31% of crashes are speed related. 
 
These figures, and particularly the over-representation of speed related crashes, gives a clear 
rationale for continued work on projects aimed at reducing local speed related crashes, such as 
The Gateway Project outlined later in this report. 
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Crashes Involving Alcohol  
 
Alcohol as a contributing factor in the Blue Mountains has decreased over the five year period 
leading up to the 2006 RTA crash data. Statistical analysis of the data shows a total of 16 crashes 
involving alcohol as a factor. This figure is comprised of 6 non-casualty crashes and 10 crashes 
resulting in injury or death.  
 
The five-year trend analysis, for crashes involving alcohol as a factor, shows a reduction in the 
figures from a peak of 25 crashes involving alcohol in 2003, being an approximate 36% drop. 
The current figures for the Blue Mountains are now at approximately the same levels as the rest 
of the state when compared with the statistics for the whole of New South Wales (in both the 
NSW and Blue Mountains figures the percentage of crashes involving alcohol is approximately 
4%). There is, however a great deal of improvement that can be made through continuation of 
locally based projects aimed at addressing the issue of drink driving such as The Liquor Accord 
Project outlined later in this report. 
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Crashes Involving Fatigue 
 
Fatigue as a contributing factor in the Blue Mountains is up on the previous year. Statistical 
analysis of the data shows a total of 42 crashes were reported as involving fatigue as a factor. 
Fatigue is a difficult factor to determine in a crash assessment as it may be easily confused with 
or combined with other factors such as speed or alcohol.  
 
The five-year trend analysis, for crashes reported as involving fatigue as a factor, shows an 
increase in the figures from a 37 crashes involving fatigue in 2005, being an approximate 13.5% 
increase.  
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Crashes per Speed Zone (Road Class) 
 
31% of crashes occur in 50km/h zones which are all local roads with 27% occurring in 80 km/h 
zones on state and other classified roads.   
 
 

Blue Mountains Crash Occurrence by Speed Zone 
(Road Class) 2006

50 km/h
31%

60 km/h
29%

70 km/h
9%

80 km/h
27%

100 km/h
2%

90 km/h
<1%

40 km/h
2%

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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LGA Controllers 
 
Blue Mountains residents continue to account for the majority of crashes on our roads at 81%.  
The next 6 highest controllers come from adjoining LGA’s and nearby towns. 
 
 
 
 

Residential Local Government Area of Motor Vehicle Drivers 
(7 Highest Represented Areas) Involved in Crashes i n the Blue 

Mountains 2006

Blue Mountains City
81%

Bathurst City
3%

Lithgow City
3%

Blacktown City
3%

Penrith City
6%

Hawkesbury City
2%

Orange City
2%

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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Crashes Involving Heavy Vehicles 
Heavy vehicles travel more than 3.5 billion kilometres per year in NSW.  Although they make up 
approximately 2% of vehicles registered in NSW, heavy trucks represent 6% of the kilometres 
travelled in the state. Statistical analysis of the 2006 RTA crash data shows a total of 90 of the 
714 vehicles involved in crashes, in the Blue Mountains LGA, were trucks. This figure is 
comprised of light trucks, heavy rigid trucks and articulated trucks.  
 
The five-year trend analysis, for trucks involved in crashes, shows a reduction in the figures from 
a peak of 98 in 2002. It is, however, important to note that crashes involving trucks in the Blue 
Mountains are above the New South Wales statistics. The State figures for 2006 show that 
approximately 12% of vehicles involved in crashes were trucks, whereas the Blue Mountains 
statistics show approximately 13% of vehicles involved in crashes were trucks. 
 
These higher figures give a clear rationale for continued work on projects aimed at reducing 
local crashes involving trucks, such as The ‘Share The Road With Heavy Vehicles’ Project 
outlined later in this report. 

Truck Involvement in Crashes in the Blue Mountains 2006

All Other Motor 
Vehicles

87%

Heavy Rigid Truck
1%

Articulated Truck
3%

Light Truck
9%

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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Road Surface Conditions 
 
The majority of crashes at 66% occur when the road surface is dry. 
 
 

Road Surface Conditions at Time of Crash - Blue Mou ntains 2006

Wet
33%

Dry
66%

Unknown
0%

Snow / Ice
1%

Wet Dry Snow / Ice Unknown

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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Weather Conditions 
 
60% of crashes occurred when the weather was fine with 39% occurring in adverse weather 
conditions.  
 
 

Weather Conditions at Time of Crash - Blue Mountain s 2006

Rain
22%

Fog / Mist
3%

Fine
60%

Snow / Other
0%Unknown

1%

Overcast
14%

Rain Fog / Mist Fine Overcast Snow / Other Unknown

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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RUM Codes 
 
Crashes involving the 4 top Road User Movements (RUM) might indicate that speed and 
travelling too close to the vehicle in front are contributing factors to crashes. 
 
 

Top Four RUM Codes for Blue Mountains LGA Crashes i n 2006

Left Off Carriageway 
into Object - RUM 

Code 71, 33

Off Carriageway, left 
on right bend into 

object / parked 
vehicle - RUM Code 

81, 44

Rear End - RUM 
Code 30, 74

Right Thru - RUM 
Code 21, 26

Rear End - RUM Code 30

Off Carriageway, left on right
bend into object / parked
vehicle - RUM Code 81

Left Off Carriageway into
Object - RUM Code 71

Right Thru - RUM Code 21

 
Source: RTA 2006 Crash Data 
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Section 3: Road Safety Projects Action Plan 
 
Project Administration 
Project no:  #7931   
Safety issue:  Administration   
Project title:  Administration   
Stakeholders:  Council    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

1. Increase 
the priority of 
road safety 
in Local 
Government 
2. Respond 
to requests 
for road 
safety & 
mobility (and 
related) 
information  

Blue Mountains residents, 
industry & NGO 
stakeholders, as well as 
Blue Mountains City 
Council staff  

1. Local Traffic Committee 2. Blue Mountains Integrated Transport 
Forum 3. Customer Service Requests 4. WSROC participation 5. 
Requests from local businesses, NGOs and schools relevant to 
road safety & mobility (or general traffic issues as directed by 
Traffic & Investigations Team Leader)  
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Blue Mountains Bike Plan 2020 
 
Project no:  #7926   
Safety issue:  Bicycle safety   
Project title:  Blue Mountains Bike Plan 2020   
Stakeholders:  Council, Local business    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

1. To double the 
number of bicycle 
trips made in the 
City of the Blue 
Mountains, as a 
percentage of 
total trips, by 
2020 2. To 
reduce the 
number of bicycle 
crashes and 
casualties 3. That 
the City takes a 
leadership role in 
encouraging and 
supporting 
cycling as a 
mode of 
transportation for 
City staff. 4. That 
the City 
encourage other 
employers in the 
Blue Mountains 
to promote and 
support bicycle 
commuting  

1. Blue Mountains City 
Council Staff 2. Blue 
Mountains Residents 3. 
Visitors  

1. Implement the recommendations of the Bike Plan strategy 2. 
BMCC Bike Fleet 3. Implement Back on Your Bike 
Recommendation 7.5 offering bike training courses 4. Implement 
Back on Your Bike Recommendation 7.6  
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NSW Bike Week 
 
Project no:  #8061   
Key area:  Moving Around (as per BMCC Management Plan)   
Objective:  1. Safe environmentally friendly transport choices promote healthy lifestyles 2. Transport corridor is safe 
and beautifies space 3. Ability of people to connect with each other and access services improved   
Strategy:  1. Implement pedestrian and bike plans 2. Provide safe, accessible infrastructure for moving around 3. 
Improve local link roads 4. Work with RTA & other stakeholders to facilitate optimal outcomes from GHWY upgrading 
& maintenance works 5. Advocate for & facilitate provision of services for those unable to access transport   
Safety issue:  Bike week   
Project title:  NSW Bike Week  
Stakeholders:  Council, Local business, RTA    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

Bike Week 
Activities in 
accordance 
RTA 
application.  

The local community as 
identified by the RTA's NSW 
Bike Week Guidelines  

1. Bike Week Activities in accordance with application.  
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Liquor Accord Project 
 
Project no:  #8064   
Key area:  Moving Around (as per BMCC Management Plan)   
Objective:  1. Safe environmentally friendly transport choices promote healthy lifestyles 2. Transport corridor is safe 
and beautifies space 3. Ability of people to connect with each other and access services improved   
Strategy:  1. Implement pedestrian and bike plans 2. Provide safe, accessible infrastructure for moving around 3. 
Improve local link roads 4. Work with RTA & other stakeholders to facilitate optimal outcomes from GHWY upgrading 
& maintenance works 5. Advocate for & facilitate provision of services for those unable to access transport   
Safety issue:  Drink drive   
Project title:  Liquor Accord   
Stakeholders:  RTA, Council, Local business, Police    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

1Relationship 
with Liquor 
Accords 2. 
Work with local 
Liquor Accords 
to 
address/reduce 
drink driving 3. 
Work with local 
Linking Program 
to 
address/reduce 
drink driving  

Licensed venue 
patrons, owners, 
managers and staff.  

1. Work with Liquor Accords to identify opportunities and to undertake 
paranoia campaign with local venues 2. Work with Linking Program to 
identify opportunities and to undertake paranoia campaign with local 
venues 3. Provision of paranoia stills for in-venue TVs 4. Provision of 
in-venue breath testing device 5. Provision of paranoia coasters & 
posters to venues  
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Drive to Survive – Drive to Conditions 
 
Project no:  #7928   
Safety issue:  Driving to conditions   
Project title:  Drive To Survive - Drive to Conditions   
Stakeholders:  Council, Local business    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

Promote the 
benefits of 
Day Time 
Running 
Lights and 
driving 
appropriately 
to the road 
and weather 
conditions. 
The project is 
primarily run 
during winter 
months but 
also during 
times of 
adverse 
weather 
conditions 
and other 
incidents on 
BM roads  

All road users in 
the BMCC LGA  

1. Distribution of 'Headlights On In Daytime' message (linking to existing 
signs along Blue Mountains roadways) via Rate-Payer Newsletters, staff 
intranet, BMCC web site, targeted automotive and transport business. 2. 
Timely and appropriate messages sent to Council staff when poor driving 
conditions are occurring or expected, police enforcement/double demerit, 
and road & traffic delays.  
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Share the Road with Heavy Vehicles Project 
 
Project no:  #7929   
Key area:  Moving Around (as per BMCC Management Plan)   
Objective:  1. Safe environmentally friendly transport choices promote healthy lifestyles 2. Transport corridor is safe 
and beautifies space 3. Ability of people to connect with each other and access services improved   
Strategy:  1. Implement pedestrian and bike plans 2. Provide safe, accessible infrastructure for moving around 3. 
Improve local link roads 4. Work with RTA & other stakeholders to facilitate optimal outcomes from GHWY upgrading 
& maintenance works 5. Advocate for & facilitate provision of services for those unable to access transport   
Safety issue:  Heavy vehicles   
Project title:  Share the Road Heavy Vehicle Project   
Stakeholders:  Council, RTA, Local business, Other, Police    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

1. Reduce the 
incidence of 
heavy truck 
involvement in 
crashes 
throughout the 
Blue Mountain 
LGA. 2. Increase 
heavy vehicle 
drivers, 
owner/operators 
awareness and 
knowledge of the 
road rules, rights 
and 
responsibilities 
and precautions 
when they share 
the road with 
motorist and 
other vulnerable 
road users 3. 
Increase 
motorist and 
other vulnerable 
road user’s 
awareness and 
knowledge of the 
road rules, rights 
and 
responsibilities 
and precautions 
when they share 
the road with 
heavy vehicles  

1. Council heavy vehicle 
fleet 2. Local truck 
companies and private 
owner/drivers.  
3. Motorists and other 
vulnerable road users  

1. Distribute the Australian Road Train Assoc. "Sharing the Road 
with Trucks" brochure - Incorporating RTA and Workcover 
materials if available. This resource is mainly for distribution to 
light vehicle and other vulnerable road users. 2. Distribute 
brochure via community outlets, service stations and centres. 3. 
Develop media campaign promoting and supporting brochure 
information focussing on light vehicle drivers and the sharing of 
the road with heavy vehicles. Local Media ONLY, Internal fleet 
newsletter, intranet. 4. Work with RTA HV weighing stations at 
Mt Boyce and Bell in the distribution of RTA resources and 
promotion of regional and state campaigns. 5. Work with local 
HWP in promoting enforcement of HV laws. 6. Work with Local 
Traffic Committee in addressing HV complaints that arise from 
general Customer Service Requests.  
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Pedestrian and School Crossing Review Project 
 
Project no:  #8065   
Safety issue:  Pedestrian safety   
Project title:  Pedestrian & School Crossing Review Project   
Stakeholders:  Council    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project 
objectives 

Target group Project strategies 

1. Review of 
identified 
pedestrian and 
school crossings in 
the LGA. 2. 
Compliance with 
RTA and Council 
standards 
assessed.  

All pedestrians using Blue 
Mountains pedestrian 
infrastructure and roads  

1. Renew school crossing contracts with LGA school 
principals  
2. Support National Walk Safely To School Day (2nd May 
2009) 3. Review of identified pedestrian and school 
crossings in the LGA with the following criteria: • 
Identification number • Street/Road • Suburb • Location • 
Additional Comments • Deficiencies • Remedial Works • 8. 
Photo/s  
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Gateway Speed Prevention Project 
 
Project no:  #8062   
Key area:  Moving Around (as per BMCC Management Plan)   
Objective:  1. Safe environmentally friendly transport choices promote healthy lifestyles 2. Transport corridor is safe 
and beautifies space 3. Ability of people to connect with each other and access services improved   
Strategy:  1. Implement pedestrian and bike plans 2. Provide safe, accessible infrastructure for moving around 3. 
Improve local link roads 4. Work with RTA & other stakeholders to facilitate optimal outcomes from GHWY upgrading 
& maintenance works 5. Advocate for & facilitate provision of services for those unable to access transport   
Safety issue:  Speed   
Project title:  Gateway Speed Prevention Project   
Stakeholders:  Council, RTA, Police    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project objectives Target 
group 

Project strategies 

1. Raise awareness of the 
threat and consequences of 
speeding 2. Challenge 
drivers perception of 
speeding and the notion of 
'safe speeding' 3. Raise 
awareness of the risks 
associated with speeding  

All motor 
vehicle users 
in the Blue 
Mountains, 
Chifley 
region, and 
Hawkesbury 
LGAs  

1. Promote driver responsibility, via enforcement and 
dissemination of results in post-campaign media, to 
encourage drivers to observe speed limit and adjust 
speed to suit changing conditions to avoid crashing. 2. 
Send media release and place paid ads in local papers 
outlining project and messages re risks associated with 
speeding on targeted roads. 3. Support substantial EEP 
program to encourage safer driver behaviour through 
enforcement  
4. All VMS for the project will be placed by the RTA as 
part of RTA regional support of EEP operations.  
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EEP, Double Demerit and Roadsafe Support Program 
 
Project no:  #8063   
Safety issue:  Speed   
Project title:  EEP, Double Demerit & Roadsafe Support Program   
Stakeholders:  Council    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project objectives Target group Project strategies 

1. Integrate education with 
Local EEP, Double Demerit 
Periods and Operation 
Roadsafe 2. Support local 
Police in submission of EEP 
applications  

All motor vehicle 
users in the Blue 
Mountains  

1. Undertake public and council staff awareness-raising 
to coincide with public campaigns such as Roadsafe and 
Double Demerit periods 2. Undertake follow up media in 
post EEP periods. 3. Meet with local Police to discuss 
media and education focus for each operation (pre or 
post) and generally offer availability to support/comment 
on EEP applications to RTA. 4. Involve local Police in 
Road Safety planning and strategies relevant to the 
project via regular updates, sought input and advice in 
meetings, correspondence and discussion.  
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Pedestrian Access and Mobility Plan 
 
Project no:  #8059   
Safety issue:  Strategic planning   
Project title:  PAMP   
Stakeholders:  Council    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project objectives Target group Project strategies 

1. To facilitate improvements in 
the level of pedestrian access & 
priority, particularly in high 
pedestrian areas. 2. To reduce 
pedestrian access severance 
and enhance safe crossing on 
major roads. 3. To facilitate 
improvements in the level of 
personal mobility and safety for 
people with disabilities and 
older persons through the 
provision of pedestrian 
infrastructure and facilities 
which cater to the needs of all 
pedestrians 4. To provide links 
with other transport services to 
achieve an integrated land use 
and transport network 5. To 
ensure that pedestrian facilities 
are employed in a consistent 
and appropriate manner 
throughout NSW 6. To ensure 
that pedestrian facilities remain 
appropriate and relevant to the 
surrounding land use and 
pedestrian user groups. 7. To 
facilitate the integration of 
walking into the transport 
system as a legitimate transport 
mode in tis own right (Active 
Transport). 8. To accommodate 
special needs of pedestrians 9. 
To further Council's obligation 
under the Commonwealth 
Disability Discrimination Act 
1992, associated Transport 
Standards and subsequent 
reviews.  

All road user groups 
in the Blue 
Mountains LGA  

1. Review existing PAMP and assess for areas of 
improvement 2. Implementation of the existing PAMP 
Network and associated Physical Action Plan 3. 
Support National Walk To Work Day (3rd October) & 
National Walk Safely To School Day (2nd May)  
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Graduated Licensing Scheme Workshops 
 
Project no:  #7925   
Key area:  Moving Around   
Objective:  Increase supervising driver's understanding of the benefit of providing on road driving experience for their 
young driver   
Strategy:  Complete 2 workshops per financial year   
Safety issue:  Young drivers   
Project title:  GLS   
Stakeholders:  RTA, Council    
Joint project:  N/A   

Project objectives Target group Project strategies 

1. Increase supervising driver’s 
(including parents/guardians) 
understanding of the benefit of 
providing on road driving experience 
for their young driver 2. Explain to 
parents and supervising drivers how 
to use the Learner Driver Log Book 
and how to plan safe driving practise 
3. Increase compliance with the 
Learner Driver Log Book  

Parents and Supervising 
Drivers  

Complete 2 workshops per financial 
year  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


